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SIR: 

This is an Appeal Brief pursuant to the Notice of Appeal filed August 25, 2006 appealing 
the rejection of claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 in the Office Action dated March 30, 2006. 

I. REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 

The real party in interest is Douglas B. Wilson, 20 Nichols Road, Cohasset, MA 02025, 
Applicant/ Appellant. 
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II. RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 

Appellant has filed an Appeal with regard to U.S. Patent Application Ser. No. 10/720,821 
filed November 24, 2003, on even date. U.S. Patent Application Ser. No. 10/720,821 is the 
parent of the present application. A number of issues to be decided in that the Appeal with regard 
to U.S. Patent Application Ser. No. 10/720,821 are the same or similar to the issues to be decided 
in the present Appeal. Therefore, the decisions in the Appeal related to U.S. Patent Application 
Ser. No. 10/720,821 would directly affect or have a bearing on the Board's decision in this 
Appeal. 

III. STATUS OF THE CLAIMS 

Claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 are pending in the present application and presented here on 
appeal. Claims 1-13 were the original filed claims. In the Response dated October 27, 2005, 
Appellant cancelled claims 1-13 and added claims 14-28. In the Office Action dated December 
30, 2005, the Examiner issued a restriction requirement. In the Amendment and Response to 
Restriction Requirement dated January 30, 2006, Appellant selected the species of Figures 1, 3, 
and 4 that were readable on claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 to prosecute in the present application. 
Further, claims 20-23, 24/20, 25, 26, and 28 that were not selected were considered by the 
Examiner to be withdrawn from prosecution in the present application. 

Claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 have been twice rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second % 
for indefiniteness and under 35 U.S.C. §102 for anticipation in light of U.S. Patent No. 1,575,848 
to Laubach et al, ("Laubach"), U.S. Patent No. 2,1 18,540 to Van Arsdel ("Van Arsdel"), and 
U.S. Patent No. 2,134,020 to Anson ("Anson"). More specifically with regard to the latter 
rejection, the Examiner relied on Van Arsdel or Anson in rejecting claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, 
and 27 for anticipation; and Laubach in rejecting claims 14, 18, and 19/18 for anticipation. The 
indefiniteness and anticipation rejections to claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 are appealed. 

The Examiner also has provisionally rejected claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 under the 
judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting over claims 20-28 of co- 
pending, parent application U.S. Patent Application Ser. No. 10/720,821, filed November 24, 
2003. This provisional rejection is not being appealed at this time. However, if the Board 
reverses the Examiner in this Appeal and the Appeal with regard to U.S. Patent Application Ser. 



US I DOCS 5905479vl 



2 



Attorney Docket No. 1 14089. 121US 



No. 10/720,821, Appellant will file a terminal disclaimer to overcome any obviousness-type 
double patenting rejection. 

IV. STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 

Claims 1-13 were the original filed claims. Claims 1-13 were cancelled and claims 14-28 
were added in the Response dated October 27, 2005. Claims 14-28 were to overcome the 
Examiner's basis for rejecting claims 1-13 for anticipation under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) based 
separately on U.S. Patent No. 4,708,676 to Lin "(Lin"), U.S. Patent No. 4,875,386 to Dickinson 
("Dickinson"), and U.S. Patent No. 3,937,629 to Hamasaka ("Hamasaka"). The Examiner 
responded to the October 27 th Response by issuing a restriction requirement in the Office Action 
dated December 30, 2005. In Applicant's Amendment and Response to Restriction Requirement 
dated January 30, 2006, Applicant selected the species of Figures 1,3, and 4 that were readable 
on claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 to prosecute in the present application. In this Amendment, 
Appellant also amended Claims 14, 17, 18, and 20 to more distinctly claim the invention. 
Further, claims 20-23, 24/20, 25, 26, and 28 that were not selected were considered by the 
Examiner to be withdrawn from prosecution in the present application as evidenced in the Office 
Action dated March 30, 2006. 

In an Amendment dated June 12, 2006, Appellant amended claims 15 and 17 to 
overcome indefiniteness rejections under 35 U.S.C. §112, second % that was raised in the 
prosecution of U.S. Patent Application Ser. No. 10/720,821, the parent application to the present 
application, to similar claim language. This was done before it was raised in the present 
application. This amendment to the claims 15 and 17 was repeated in the Response filed June 26, 
2006, because the Examiner had not previously entered these amendments to the claims. The 
Examiner did enter these amendments to Claims 1 5 and 1 7 after the filing of the June 26 th 
Response as evidenced in the Office Action dated July 14, 2006. There were no further 
amendments to the claims. 

Claims 1-13 were rejected in the Office Action dated April 26, 2005. These claims, as 
stated, were cancelled in the Response dated October 27, 2005. Claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 
were finally rejected in the Office Action dated March 30, 2006. The rejection in the March 30, 
2006, Office Action was made final because the Examiner contended that "Applicant's 
amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in the Office Action." 
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Applicant filed the Notice of Appeal on even date herewith. Appellant has not amended the 
claims after receipt of the Office Action dated March 30, 2006 in which the Examiner issued a 
final rejection of claims. 

Claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27, as amended in the Response dated June 26, 2006, are 
hereby presented in the Appeal. 

V. SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 

The present invention is directed to a novel system and method that is associated with a 
steering wheel for relieving or preventing fatigue when driving a vehicle for extended periods of 
time. The system will at least provide support for a portion of the driver's body, such as wrists, 
to relieve or prevent fatigue. (Specification: Page 2, lines 5-10) The present invention also 
provides that the second section may be rigid, semi-rigid, non-deformable, or flexible. Of the 
pending claims, claim 14 is an independant claim and claims 15-19, 24/14, and 27 depend 
directly or indirectly from claim 14. 

Claim 14 recites a fatigue relieving/preventing apparatus that has two sections. 1 
According to claim 14, the first section connects to the periphery of the steering wheel. 
(Specification: Page 3, lines 19-26) The second section connects to, and extends outward from, 
the first section at an angle to a plane across the face of the steering wheel and the second 
section, as stated, may be rigid, semi-rigid, flexible, or non-deformable. The second section will 
support, for example, the driver's wrists, as long as the pressure on the second section is less than 
the pressure necessary to deform it. However, when greater than the deforming pressure is 
applied to the second section, such as in an emergency, this section will deform out of the 
interference with the driver's ability to grab the steering wheel. (Figures 1, 2, 3, 4; Specification: 
Page 3, lines 19-32; Page 4, lines 10-23; Page 5, line 15 to Page 6, line 3) 

Claims 15-19, 24/14, and 27 add further limitations to claim 14. Claim 15 adds that the 
steering wheel may control nautical vessels, aircraft, or ground transportation vehicles. 
(Specification: Page 2, lines 18-21; Page 8, original claim 2) Claim 16 adds that the second 
section can support the forearm, wrist, or hand. (Specification: Page 5, lines 11-14; Page 8, 
original claim 3) Claim 17 adds that the first section extends a predetermined length of the 
periphery of the steering wheel. (Figures 1 and 2; Specification: Page 3, lines 18-31; Page 4, line 



1 The Claims Appendix contains a full version of amended claim 14. 
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29 to Page 5, line 7; Page 8, original claim 4) Claim 18 adds that the second section includes at 
least two sections that connect to the first section. (Figure 2; Specification: Page 4, lines 10-13) 
Claim 19 adds that the first section is deformable. (Specification: Page 3, lines 18-25) Claim 
24/14 adds that the first section is formed integral with the steering wheel. (Figures 1 and 2; 
Specification: Page 5, lines 1-3) Claim 27 adds that the first section may be rigid, semi-rigid, or 
non-deformable. (Specification: Page 3, lines 1 8-25) Appellant notes for the purpose of this 
Appeal that Claim 27 recites that the first section may be flexible , rigid, semi-rigid, or non- 
deformable. However, the specification supports that the first section may be rigid, semi-rigid 
and non-deformable. (Specification: Page 2, lines 19-32) Therefore, Appellant will agree to 
amend claim 27/14 in accordance with the specification. 

A significant aspect of the present invention is that the second section will deform out of 
interference with the operation of the steering wheel if it is grabbed in an emergency. This is 
shown graphically in Figure 4. The result is a novel apparatus that relieves or prevents fatigue 
when driving for extended periods of time but does not prevent the driver from grabbing the 
wheel in emergencies. 

VI. GROUNDS OF REJECTION TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAL 

Claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 were rejected in the Office Action dated March 30, 2006. In 
that Office Action, the Examiner rejected claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 on the following bases: 

A. Claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 under 35 U.S.C. §112, second % for indefiniteness; 

B. Claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) for allegedly being 
anticipated by Van Arsdel; 

C. Claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) for allegedly being 
anticipated by Anson; and 

D. Claims 14, 18, and 19/18 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) for allegedly being anticipated by 

Laubach. 

Appellant requests that the Board review on Appeal and overturn the Examiner's bases 
for rejection set forth in the Office Action dated March 30, 2006. 

A copy of amended claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 is set forth in the Claims Appendix. 
Appellant also has attached an Evidence Appendix. The Evidence Appendix includes the 
following: Attachment A is a copy of the March 30, 2006, Office Action; Attachment B is a copy 
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of Appellant's June 12, 2006, Response, which includes Appellant's last claim amendments; 
Attachment C is a copy of Appellant's June 26, 2006, Response; Attachment D is a copy of the 
Office Action dated July 14, 2006; and Attachment E is a copy of Appellant's August 3, 2006, 
Amendment and Response to Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment. 

VII. ARGUMENT 
A. General 

The Examiner has rejected claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 under 35 U.S.C. §112, second % 
for indefiniteness. The basis of the rejection is that the Examiner contends the terms "rigid," 
"semi-rigid," "flexible," and "non-deformable" in claims 14 and 17 are indefinite. Appellant 
submits that they are definite and the rejection should be reversed. 

The Examiner also has rejected claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 102(b) for anticipation based on Van Arsdel or Anson, and claims 14, 18, and 19/18 under 35 
U.S.C. § 102(b) for anticipation based on Laubach. The standard for sustaining a rejection for 
anticipation is that a single prior art reference must disclose each and every limitation of the 
claim. See, e.g., Schering Corp. v. Geneva Pharma., Inc., 339 F.3d 1373, 1377 (Fed. Cir. 2003) 
("[a] patent [claim] is invalid for anticipation if a single prior art reference discloses each and 
every limitation of the claimed invention"); Trintec Industries, Inc. v. Top-USA Corp., 295 F.3d 
1292, 1295 (Fed. Cir. 2002) ("[a] single prior art reference anticipates a patent claim if it 
expressly or inherently describes each and every limitation set forth in the patent claim. . .. 
Inherent anticipation requires that the missing descriptive material is 'necessarily present,' not 
merely probably or possibly present, in the prior art"); Brown v. 3M, 265 F.3d 1349, 1351 (Fed. 
Cir. 2001) ("[t]o anticipate, every limitation of the claimed invention must be found in a single 
prior art reference, arranged as in a claim"); Kloster Speedsteel AB v. Crucible, Inc., 794 F.2d 
1565, 1571 (Fed. Cir. 1986) ("absent from the reference of any claimed element negates 
anticipation"). Neither Van Arsdel, Anson, nor Laubach meet this standard and the rejections 
should be reversed. 

In the Office Action dated July 14, 2006, the Examiner stated the following with regard 
to the support for the anticipation rejections based on Van Arsdel, Anson, and Laubach: 



2 A copy of the Office Action dated July 14, 2006 is attached as Appendix D to the Evidence Appendix. 
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Moreover, Applicant's arguments are similar to the arguments presented in co- 
pending Application No. 10[/]720821[.] [T]he Examiner's response to the final 
rejection on May 9, 2006 of Appl. '821 is incorporated herein by reference. 

The final rejection in co-pending U.S. Patent Application Ser. No. 10/720,821, the parent 
of the present application, was directed to the anticipation rejections based on Van Arsdel, 
Anson, and Laubach. The Examiner advanced the same arguments as are advanced in the present 
application as grounds for rejecting claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 for anticipation based on these 
three references. Therefore, Appellant is advancing the same or substantially similar positions in 
this Appeal with regard to overcoming the Examiner's anticipation rejections that have been 
raised against claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27. A copy of the Office Action dated May 9, 2006, 
from co-pending Application No. 10/720,821 is attached as Appendix F. 

B. The Claims are Definite 

The Examiner contends that claims 14 and 27 are indefinite under 35 U.S.C. §112, 
second % because of the recitation of the terms "rigid," "semi-rigid," "flexible," and "non- 
deformable." 3 Applicant submits that these terms would be understood by a person of ordinary 
skill in the art in light of the present invention. 

In particular, the Examiner asserts that these terms are indefinite because these terms 
"[are] not defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a standard for the requisite 
degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the 
invention." Further, the Examiner contends "it is unclear what range of Rockwell hardness of the 
material of the second section is required in order to be considered as terms "rigid, semi-rigid, or 
flexible, or non-deformable." Appellant submits that the claims are definite as will be shown. 

Claims 14 and 27 include the terms "rigid," "semi-rigid," "flexible," and "non- 
deformable." Appellant attached as Attachment A to the Response dated June 26, 2006, excerpts 
from the Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary. These excerpts demonstrate that each of the terms 
that the Examiner has contended is indefinite is a very common term that a person of ordinary 
skill in the art would understand with sufficiency to make and use in the present invention. 
Moreover, Appellant has not given any special meaning to these terms other than their ordinary 
meaning. 



3 See Section V above with respect to the indefiniteness rejection directed to claim 27. 
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The attached excerpts make plain that a person of ordinary skill in the art would clearly 
understand the scope of the claims when either "rigid," "semi-rigid," or "flexible," or "non- 
deformable," is used. As such, claims 14 and 27 would be definite in the hands of a person of 
ordinary skill in the art. Noting this, Appellant overcomes the Examiner's indefiniteness 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. §1 12, second % as to the use of the terms "rigid," "semi-rigid," 
"flexible," and "non-deformable," and respectfully requests that the Board reverse this rejection. 

C. Van Arsdel Does Not Anticipate Claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 

The Examiner rejected claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 as being anticipated by Van 
Arsdel. In order to demonstrate that Van Arsdel includes each of the elements of claim 20, the 
Examiner principally relies on the Van Arsdel' s Figures and Examiner-annotated versions of 
Figures 3 and 5 of Van Arsdel. 4 In his rejection, the Examiner states that reference no. 4 (in the 
Van Arsdel Figures) equates to the first section and reference no. 2 (in the Van Arsdel Figures) 
equates to the second section of claim 14. Appellant submits that the Examiner fails to consider 
and appreciate all of the elements of the second section because if he does, two things are clear: 
(i) the grip-rest is in a plane parallel with the one across the face of the steering wheel and (ii) 
there is a missing element. Therefore, Van Arsdel does not establish a prima facie basis of 
anticipation, even considering the "broadest reasonable interpretation" standard recited by the 
Examiner in the Office Action. 

At least one missing element from the Van Arsdel teachings is underlined in the 

following quotation: 

The second section extends from the first section outward at an angle to a 
plane across the face of the steering wheel, the second section for supporting at 
least a portion of a vehicular operator's body when pressure from the portion of 
the vehicular operator's body on the second section is less than the pressure for 
deforming the second section out of interference with the vehicular operator's 
ability to operate the steering wheel and deforming out of interference with the 
vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel when pressure from the 
portion of the vehicular operator's body on the second section is equal to or 
greater than the pressure for performing the second section out of interference 
with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel . [Emphasis 
added] 
Claim 14. 



4 The annotated versions of Figures 3 and 5 are Attachment 1 to the Office Action dated March 30, 2006. 
(Appendix A to the Evidence Appendix) 
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The Examiner's citation to Van Arsdel to support his contention that it teaches each of 
the elements of the second section is the following: 5 

The rotation of the steering wheel by hand pressure against the flanges 4 and 5 is 
assisted by the palm and fingers which are wrapped around the rim of the wheel, and to 
increase the finger hold the grip-rest 2, which is thickened and bifurcated to straddle the 
rim as shown in Fig. 6, is provided with recesses separated by ridges here shown as 
three in number, 6, 7, and 8. . .. 

The weight of the hand and arm are comfortably supported with the bottom of the 
hand resting in the concavity of the grip-rest as shown in Fig. 1 , or with the ball of the 
thumb seated in the concavity as shown in Fig. 2. . .. 

My improved grip-rest may be formed integral with the rim of the steering wheel as 
shown in Fig. 8, but I prefer to make it removable as an attachment for any make of car 
and also to make it adjustable to suit the requirements or fancy of the driver. 
Van Arsdel, Page 1, Right Column, Lines 29-54. 

The Examiner contends that the grip-rest is deformable; however Appellant submits this 
is not supported by Van Arsdel. Van Arsdel requires the following to move the grip-rest: loosen 
the screw, reposition the grip-rest, and retighten the screw. (Van Arsdel, Page 2, Left Column, 
Lines 28-32) Appellant submits that this is not deforming according to claim 14 during normal 
use of the grip-rest. Once the grip-rest of Van Arsdel is in place, it is fixed, and does not move. 
Thus, Van Arsdel is missing the deforming element. 

Appellant's position on the teachings of Van Arsdel is supported by the reference: 

The grip-rest 2 is concave longitudinally and about half of the rest extends over and 
part way across a steering wheel rim 3 in a manner to slope downwardly and inwardly 
of the rim. The outer edge 4 on the side, and 5 on the rear end of the concave, located 
above the rim, extends up into a marginal flange to be contacted by the inside of the ball 
of the thumb by the bottom of the hand, depending upon which part of the hand is 
seated on the rest. These flanges 4 and 5 enable the operator instantly to feel any 
deviation of the car from a straight course and gives him something substantial to push 
against in resistance and also in rotating the wheel to steer the car around corners and 
curves and away from obstructions or bad places in the roadway . Emphasis added] 
Van Arsdel, Page 1, Right Column, Lines 13-28. 

The quotation immediately above clearly demonstrates that the grip-rest of Van Arsdel 
does not deform according to claim 14 when pressure is applied to it. Noting this, Van Arsdel is 
missing at least one element and, as such, it cannot establish a prima facie basis of anticipation. 



5 See Office Action dated March 30, 2006, p. 3. (Appendix A to the Evidence Appendix) 
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Claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 depend from claim 14. As such, each of these claims 
has all of the features of claim 14. Therefore, claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 are not 
anticipated by Van Arsdel for at least the same reasons as Claim 14. 

In Section V above, Appellant states what claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 add to what 
is claimed in claim 14. These separate combinations, namely 15/14, 16/14, 17/14, 19/17, 24, and 
27/14, each provides bases for not being anticipated, which includes the reasons claim 14 is not 
anticipated. 

Noting the foregoing, Appellant has demonstrated clearly that claims 14-17, 19/17, 
24/14, and 27 are not anticipated by Van Arsdel and respectfully request that this basis for 
rejection be reversed. 

D. Anson Does Not Anticipate Claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 

The Examiner rejected claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 as being anticipated by Anson. 

Relying on Examiner-annotated versions Figures 1, 2, and 8 of Anson, the Examiner states that 

reference no. 13 equates to the first section and reference no. 1 1 equates to the second section of 

claim 14. 6 However, it is important to review the description of the Anson attachment on which 

the Examiner puts tremendous weight in considering the issue of anticipation: 

I have found that in the driving of an automobile and particularly when driving for 
extended periods of time over long distances, the normal manner of holding and 
manipulating the steering wheel, wherein both driver's hands grasp the wheel and 
positions which require the driver's arms remain in a raised and more or less unnatural 
and uncomfortable position, considerable strain develops in the driver's hands, arms, 
shoulders and back particularly, and results in excess of fatigue . . . 

To obviate these disadvantages , I have devised an attachment for steering wheels, 
which permits a driver to assume a completely comfortable and relaxed driving 
position, while at the same time, affords a means permitting the driver to at all times 
retain positive operating control of the steering wheel. [Emphasis added] 
Anson, Page 1, Left Column, Lines 6-25. 

The steering wheel attachment of Anson is described as follows: 

The attachment comprises a hand grip portion 11, which is preferably of bulbular 
form.... Grip portion 1 1 normally extends downwardly from the wheel rim and is of 
suitable length to adapt same to extend to the region of the driver's lap so that it may be 
grasped by the driver's hand when his hand is resting in a normal comparable position 
in his lap . Grip portion 1 1 is reduced in cross-sectional area at one end to form a neck 
12. Neck 12.. .will have sufficient pliability... to be deflected from its normal pendant 



6 See Office Action dated March 30, 2006, p. 4. (Appendix A to the Evidence Appendix) 
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position without adversely affecting the measure of control of the steering wheel 
movements afforded by the positive operating movement of the attachment, while at the 
same time, neck 12 will retain sufficient rigidity to permit operating movements of hand 
grip 1 1 to be positively communicated to the steering wheel rim for effective control of 
its movements . [Emphasis added] 
Anson, Page 1, Right Column, Line 49 - Page 2, Left Column, Line 18. 

The Examiner has cited Anson at Page 2, Left Column, Lines 62-72, as teaching the 
deformability element of the second section in claim 14. As the quotation above demonstrates, 
when the Anson handgrip is in use, it is in the pendant position below the steering wheel and 
used to steer the vehicle. If, during normal operations, the driver were to grab the steering wheel 
in an emergency situation, he would release the handgrip and grab the wheel, for example, at the 
10 and 2 o'clock positions. In doing so, the pendant-hanging handgrip would not be deformed as 
set forth in claim 14 because it would not be in use at all. Moreover, if it were used, it would not 
be deformed out of interference but would be held in the pendant position to steer the vehicle and 
not released. Further, if the handgrip is moved to the top of the steering wheel, it will be 
awkward and dangerous to use because the driver's hands will be disposed through the steering 
wheel. In this position, it also will not provide any of the benefits recited in Anson to relieve 
fatigue in the arms or hands of the driver. 

The Examiner has stated the handgrip of Anson equates to deformation according to 
claim 14 because it may be moved from the bottom pendant position to the top of the steering 
wheel. When the handgrip is moved to the top, it is moved there to be placed purposefully out of 
use all the time. As such, it will not be in a position to be deformed as set forth in the second 
section of claim 14. 7 If the handgrip is moved to the top of the steering wheel, as suggested by 
the Examiner, it would be awkward and dangerous to use for driving because the driver's hands 
would be disposed through the steering wheel. In order to move the handgrip, it would be 
understood that the vehicle would have to be stopped, the handgrip detached and repositioned at 
the top, and reattached. Noting this, Anson is missing at least the deforming element of claim 20 
and, as such, it does not support a prima facie basis of anticipation. 

Claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 depend from claim 14. Thus, each of these claims has 
all of the features of claim 14. Therefore, claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 are not anticipated 
by Anson for at least the same reasons as claim 14. 



7 Anson, Page 2, Left Column, Lines 68-72. 
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In Section V above, Appellant sets forth what claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 add to 
claim 14. These separate combinations, namely 15/14, 16/14, 17/14, 19/17, 24, and 27/14, each 
provides bases for not being anticipated, which includes the reasons claim 14 is not anticipated 
by Anson. 

Noting the foregoing, Appellant has demonstrated clearly that claims 14-17, 19/17, 
24/14, and 27 are not anticipated by Anson and respectfully request that this basis for rejection 
be reversed. 

E. Laubach Does Not Anticipate Claims 14, 18, and 19/18 

The Examiner rejected 14, 18, and 19/18 for anticipation based on Laubach. The 
Examiner relies on the Examiner-annotated version Figure 2 of Laubach and indicates that 
reference nos. 7 and 8 equates to the first section and reference no. 10 equates to the second 
section of claim 14. 8 Appellant submits that Laubach does not form a prima facie basis of 
anticipation because at least one element is missing. 

Laubach states the following with regard to the knobs attached to the steering wheel: 

By particularly considering the Figures 2 and 3, it will be seen that the knobs 2 are 
secured to the rim of the wheel 1 by means of securing screws 4, these screws being 
threaded as indicated at 5 longitudinally through the knob 2, and extending for quite a 
distance through the entire length of the knobs, thereby efficiently bracing the same . 
The inner ends of the knobs 2 are concave as indicated at 6, so as to conform to the 
contour of the outer periphery of the wheel 1 ... 

Each knob 2 is provided with a plurality of finger sockets 9 upon the upper face 
thereof, and an enlarged head portion 10 at the outer end thereof, for the purpose of 
facilitating the gripping of the knob and preventing the actual slippage of the hand of 
the operator from the knob 2 . [Emphasis added] 
Laubach, Page 1, Lines 43-71. 

The description of the knobs and a review of the Figures makes plain that the knobs are 
not deformable and they are not disposed at an angle with respect to the plane across the face of 
the steering wheel. The knobs are rigidly connected to the steering wheel by screws 5. Any 
movement of them requires removing the screws, drilling the wheel at a new location, and 
reattaching the knobs at the new location. At this new location, the knobs will be in a plane 
parallel to the plane across the face of the steering wheel. 

The knobs do not deform out of interference with the operation of the steering wheel, as 
does the second section of claim 14. In fact, once the Laubach knobs are secured by screws 5 as 

8 See Office Action dated March 30, 2006, pp. 5-6. (Appendix A to the Evidence Appendix) 
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shown and described, they are fixed and not movable during normal operations. If they are not 
unscrewed, the only movement would be to apply a destructive force to the knobs, thereby 
breaking them. Therefore, Laubach does not support a prima facie basis of anticipation because it 
is missing at least one element of claim 14 relating to deformation of the knobs out of 
interference with the operation of the steering wheel in the normal operation of the knobs. 

As Appellant previously stated, claims 18 and 19/18 depend from claim 14. As such, 
each of these claims have all of the features of claim 14. Therefore, claims 18 and 19/18 are not 
anticipated by Laubach for the same reasons as claim 14. 

Section V above states what claims 18 and 19/18 add to the invention of claim 14. These 
separate combinations, namely 14/18 and 14/19, each provides bases for not being anticipated, 
which includes the reasons claim 14 is not anticipated by Laubach. 

Noting the foregoing, Appellant has demonstrated clearly that claims 14, 18, and 19/18 
are not anticipated by Laubach and respectfully request that this basis or rejection be reversed. 

VIII. Claims Appendix 

1-13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Previously Presented) A fatigue relieving/preventing apparatus associated with a 
steering wheel for controlling a vehicle, comprising: 

a first section that connects to a peripheral portion of the steering wheel; and 

a rigid, semi-rigid or flexible, or non-deformable second section that connects to, and 
extends from the first section at the peripheral portion of the steering wheel, the second section 
extends from the first section outward at an angle to a plane across a front face of the steering 
wheel, the second section for supporting at least a portion of a vehicular operator's body when 
pressure from the portion of the vehicular operator's body on the second section is less than the 
pressure for deforming the second section out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability 
to operate the steering wheel, and deforming out of interference with the vehicular operator's 
ability to operate the steering wheel when pressure from the portion of the vehicular operator's 
body on the second section is equal to or greater than the pressure for deforming the second 
section out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel. 
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1 5. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the steering 
wheel includes the steering wheel for controlling at least a nautical vessel, aircraft, or ground 
transportation vehicle. 

16. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the portion 
of the body supported by the second section includes at least a forearm, wrist, or hand. 

1 7. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the first 
section extends a predetermined length of the peripheral portion of the steering wheel. 

18. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the second 
section includes at least two second sections that each connect to the first section at separate 
locations. 

19. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as recited in claim 1 7 or 1 8, wherein the 
first section is deformable. 

20. (Withdrawn) A fatigue relieving/preventing apparatus associated with a steering 
wheel for controlling a vehicle, comprising: 

at least two discrete first sections that each connect to a peripheral portion of the steering 
wheel, and 

a discrete rigid, semi-rigid or flexible, or non-deformable second section that connects to, 
and extends from each first section at a peripheral portion of the steering wheel, each second 
section extends from the first section outward at an angle to a plane across a front face of the 
steering wheel, each second section for supporting at least a portion of a vehicular operator's 
body when pressure from the portion of the vehicular operator's body on the second section is 
less than the pressure for deforming the second section out of interference with the vehicular 
operator's ability to operate the steering wheel, and deforming out of interference with the 
vehicular operator's ability to operator the steering wheel when pressure form the portion of the 
vehicular operator's body on the second section is equal to or greater than the pressure for 
deforming the second section out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate 
the steering wheel. 
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21 . (Withdrawn) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the steering wheel 
includes a steering wheel for controlling at least a nautical vessel, aircraft or ground 
transportation vehicle. 

22. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the portion of the body 
supported by the second section includes at least a forearm, wrist, or hand. 

23. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the apparatus is 
adjustable for supporting different sizes or types of body portions. 

24. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein each first 
section is formed integral with the steering wheel. 

25. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as recited in claim 14 or 20, wherein each first section 
is detachable from the steering wheel 

26. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein each first section is 
deformable. 

27. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the first 
section is flexible, rigid, or semi-rigid, or non-deformable. 

28. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the first section is 
flexible, rigid, or semi-rigid, or non-deformable. 

IX. Evidence Appendix 

Attachment A is a copy of the March 30, 2006, Office Action; 

Attachment B is a copy of Appellant's June 12, 2006, Response, which includes 

Appellant's last claim amendments; 
Attachment C is a copy of Appellant's June 26, 2006, Response; 
Attachment D is a copy of the Office Action dated July 14, 2006; and 
Attachment E is a copy of Appellant's August 3, 2006, Amendment and Response to 

Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment, 
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X. Related Proceedings Appendix 
None 

CONCLUSION 

In the foregoing, Appellant has clearly traversed each of the Examiner's bases for 
rejecting amended claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 under 35 U.S.C. §112, second % for 
indefiniteness, and claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 under 35 U.S.C. §102 for allegedly being 
anticipated by Van Arsdel, Anson, and Laubach. Accordingly Appellant requests that the Board 
reverse these outstanding rejections and remand the application to Examiner and direct that the 
application be sent to issue. 

No fees are believed due; however, please charge any additional fees due or 
overpayments to Deposit Account No. 08-0219. 



Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP 

60 State Street 

Boston, MA 02109 

Tel: 617-526-6183 

Fax:617-526-5000 





Registration No. 30,271 
Attorney for Appellant 
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1. The Amendment filed on January 30, 2006 and the Letter in Response to the Signature 
filed on February 8, 2006 have been entered. 

2. Applicant's election of the species of Figs. 1, 3, and 4 in the reply filed on January 30, 
2006 is acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the 
supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an election 
without traverse. MPEP § 818.03(a). 

3. Claims 20-23, 24/20, 25, 26, and 28 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no -allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on January 30, 2006. 

4. The drawings are objected to because each part of the invention, such as, the angle in 
claim 14 should be designated by a referential numeral or character. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure 
must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet 5 ' or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
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be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

5. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: each part of the 
invention, such as, the angle in claim 14 should be designated by a referential numeral or 
character. Appropriate correction is required. 

6. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter, such as, the angle in claim 14. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP 
§ 608.01 (o). Correction is required. 

7. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

8. Claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The term "rigid,^ "semi-rigid," "flexible," or "non-deformable" in claims 14 and 27 is a 
relative term, which renders the claim indefinite. The term "rigid," "semi-rigid," "flexible," or 
"non-deformable" is not defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a standard for 
ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably 
apprised of the scope of the invention. For example, it is unclear what range of Rockwell 
hardness of the material of the second section is required in order to be considered as being 
"rigid," "semi-rigid," "flexible," or "non-deformable." See Fredman v. Harris-Hub Co., Inc., 
163 USPQ 397 (DC N 111 1969)("Flexibility" and "rigidity" are relative terms, particularly since 
virtually any thing will flex if enough pressure is applied to it). 
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It is unclear whether: 

(a) the term that appears at least twice, such as, "a steering wheel" in claim 15/14 
refers to the same or different things. See double inclusion in MPEP 21 73.05(o); and 

(b) a confusing variety of terms, such as, "a peripheral portion of the steering 
wheel" and "a predetermined peripheral portion of the steering wheel" in claim 17/14 refers to 
the same or different things. See MPEP 608.01(o). 

9. Claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27, as best understood, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Van Arsdel (US Patent No. 2,1 18,540). 

Regarding claim 14, Van Arsdel teaches a fatigue relieving/preventing apparatus 
associated with a steering wheel 3 for controlling a vehicle, comprising: 

.f 

a first section 4 (i.e., a horizontal section) that connects to a peripheral portion of 
the steering wheel 3; and 

a rigid, semi-rigid or flexible, or non-deformable second section 2 that connects 
to, and extends from the first section 4 at the peripheral portion of the steering wheel 3, the 
second section 2 extends from the first section 4 outward at an angle (see angle a in Figs. 3 and 5 
of Attachment 1) to a plane (Att. 1) across a front face of the steering wheel 3, the second section 
2 for supporting at least a portion of a vehicular operator's body when pressure from the portion 
of the vehicular operator's body on the second section 2 is less than the pressure for deforming 
the second section 2 out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the 
steering wheel 3, and deforming out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to 
operate the steering wheel 3 when pressure from the portion of the vehicular operator's body on 
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the second section 2 is equal to or greater than the pressure for deforming the second section 2 
out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel 3. 

Regarding claim 15, the steering wheel 3 includes a steering wheel 3 for controlling at 
least a nautical vessel, aircraft, or ground transportation vehicle. 

Regarding claim 16, the portion of the body supported by the second section includes at 
least a forearm, wrist, or hand. 

Regarding claim 17, the first section 4 extends a length of a predetermined peripheral 
portion of the steering wheel 3. 

Regarding claim 19/17, the first section 4 is deformable. Note that virtually any thing 
will be deformed if enough pressure is applied to it. See "flexibility" in Fredman v. Harris-Hub 
Co., Inc., supra. 

Regarding claim 24/14, each first section 4 is formed integral with the steering wheel 3. 
It is well settled that the term "integral" is not restricted to a one-piece article. The term 
"integral" is sufficiently broad to embrace constructions united by such means as fastening and 
welding. See In re Hotte, Ml USPQ 326 (CCPA); In re Clark, 102 USPQ 241 (CCPA); In re 
Dike, 157 USPQ 581 (CCPA); In re Kohno, 157 USPQ 275 (CCPA); and In re Morris, 43 
USPQ2d 1753, 1757 (CAFC 1997). 

Regarding claim 27, the first section 4 is flexible, rigid, or semi-rigid, or non-deformable. 
See "flexibility" in Fredman v. Harris-Hub Co., Inc., supra. 

10. Claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Anson (US Patent No. 2, 1 34,020). 
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Regarding claim 14, Anson teaches a fatigue relieving/preventing apparatus associated 
with a steering wheel 10 for controlling a vehicle, comprising: 

a first section 13 that connects to a peripheral portion of the steering wheel 10; and 
a rigid, semi-rigid or flexible, or non-deformable second section 1 1 that connects 
to, and extends from the first section 13 at the peripheral portion of the steering wheel 10, the 
second section 1 1 extends from the first section 13 outward at an angle (see angle a in Fig. 8 of 
Attachment 2) to a plane (Att. 2) across a front face of the steering wheel 10, the second section 
1 1 for supporting at least a portion of a vehicular operator's body when pressure from the portion 
of the vehicular operator's body on the second section 1 1 is less than the pressure for deforming 
the second section 1 1 out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the 
steering wheel 10, and deforming out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to 
operate the steering wheel 10 when pressure from the portion of the vehicular operator's body on 
the second section 1 1 is equal to or greater than the pressure for deforming the second section 1 1 
out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel 10. 

Regarding claim 15, the steering wheel 10 includes a steering wheel 10 for controlling at 
least a nautical vessel, aircraft, or ground transportation vehicle. 

Regarding claim 16, the portion of the body supported by the second section includes at 
least a forearm, wrist, or hand. 

Regarding claim 17, the first section 13 extends a length of a predetermined peripheral 
portion of the steering wheel 10. 
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Regarding claim 19/17, the first section 13 is deformable. Note that virtually any thing 

will be deformed if enough pressure is applied to it. See "flexible" in Fredman v. Harris-Hub 

4 

Co., Inc., supra. 

Regarding claim 24/14, each first section 13 is formed integral with the steering wheel 

10. See In re Hotte\ In re Clark, In re Dike; In re Kohno; and In re Morris, supra. 

Regarding claim 27, the first section 13 is flexible, rigid, or semi-rigid, or nondeformable. 
See "flexible" in Fredman v. Harris-Hub Co., Inc., supra. 

11. Claims 14, 18, and 19/18, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Laubach (US Patent No. 1,575,848). 

Regarding claim 14, Laubach teaches a fatigue relieving/preventing apparatus associated 
with a steering wheel 1 for controlling a vehicle, comprising: 

a first section 7, 8 that connects to a peripheral portion of the steering wheel 1; and 
a rigid, semi-rigid or flexible, or non-deformable second section 10 that connects 
to, and extends from the first section 7, 8 at the peripheral portion of the steering wheel 1, the 
second section 10 extends from the first section 7, 8 onward at an angle (see angle a in Fig. 2 of 
Attachment 3) to a plane (Att. 3) across a front face (Att. 3) of the steering wheel 1, the second 
section 10 for supporting at least a portion of a vehicular operator's body when pressure from the 
portion of the vehicular operator's body on the second section 10 is less than the pressure for 
deforming the second section 10 out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to 
operate the steering wheel 1, and deforming out of interference with the vehicular operator's 
ability to operate the steering wheel 1 when pressure from the portion of the vehicular operator's 
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body on the second section 10 is equal to or greater than the pressure for deforming the second 
section 10 out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel 1. 

Regarding claim 18, the second section 10 includes at least two second sections (Fig. 1) 
that each connect to the first section 7, 8 at separate locations. 

Regarding claim 19/18, the first section 7, 8 is deformable. Note that virtually any thing 
will be deformed if enough pressure is applied to it. See "flexible" in Fredman v. Harris-Hub 
Co., Inc., supra. 

12. Claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27, as best understood, are provisionally rejected under the 
judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over 
claims 20-28 of copending Application No. 10720821 (Appl/821). Although the conflicting 
claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from each other because claims 14-19, 
24/14, and 27 of this application and claims 20-28 of Appl.'821 substantially claim common 
structures such as a first section and a second section connected to the first section. To the extent 
that claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 in this application call for the second section being rigid, semi- 
rigid.br flexible, or non-deformable, meanwhile, claims 20-28 in Appl.'821 call for the second 
section being deformable, however, the terms rigid, semi-rigid, flexible, non-deformable, and 
deformable are relative terms. In fact, when the second section is rigid, semi-rigid, or flexible, it 
will be deformed if enough pressure is applied to it. Alternatively, when the second section is 
deformable, it inherently is flexible. See Fredman v. Harris-Hub Co., Inc., supra. On the other 
hand, it is well settled that selection of known material suitable for its intended purpose would 
have been obvious. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416 (CCPA 1960) and MPEP 2144.07. 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to choose the material of the second section claimed in claims 14-19, 24/14, 
and 27 of this application such that it is deformable as claimed in claims 20-28 of Appl.'821 in 
order support a portion of the vehicular operator's body as taught or suggested by common 
knowledge in the art. In re Leshin, supra. 

This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection because the conflicting 
claims have not in fact been patented. 

13. Applicant's arguments filed November 3, 2005 and January 30, 2006 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. 

35 USC 112, 2 nd Paragraph 

Applicant contended that: 

New claims 14-28, like cancelled claims 1-13, include the 
terms "rigid," "semi-rigid," "flexible," and "non-deformable." 
Applicant has attached as Attachment A excerpts from the Ninth 
New Collegiate Dictionary, These excerpts demonstrate that each 
of the terms that the Examiner has contended is indefinite is a very 
common term that a person of ordinary skill in the art would 
understand with sufficiency to make and use the present invention. 
The attached excerpts make plain that a person of ordinary skill in 
the art would clearly understand the scope of the claims when 
"rigid," "semi-rigid," or "flexible," or "non-deformable," is used. 
As such, claims 14-28 would be definite in the hands of a person of 
ordinary skill in the art. (Emphasis. added). 

The Examiner respectfully submits that Applicant is not confined to normal dictionary 

meaning. Fromson v. Advance Offset Plate, Inc., 219 USPQ 1 137, 1 140 (Fed. Cir. 1983). It is 

well established that dictionary definitions must give way to the meaning imparted by the 

specification. In re Johnston, 11 USPQ2d 1788, 1790 (Fed. Cir. 2006) cited Phillips v. AWH 



Industries, 415 F.3d 1303 [75 USPQ2d 1321](Fed. Cir. 2005){en banc). In the instant case, the 



Application/Control Number: 10/727,306 
Art Unit: 3682 



Page 10 



specification does not impart or define the meaning of the relative terms, such as, rigid, semi- 
rigid, flexible, and non-deformable. Assuming arguendo that a person of ordinary skill in the art 
would clearly understand the meaning of these terms as defined by dictionary, however, the 
scope of the claims is still deemed to be indefinite since it is unclear as to, e.g., what materials 
are covered by the claims. Hence, the rejection under 35 USC i 12 is respectfully maintained. 

35 USC 102 

The rejection based on Lin, Dickinson, or ftamasaka is withdrawn in view of Applicant's 
amendment in the claims. Applicant's arguments regarding Lin, Dickinson, or Hamasaka are 
deemed to be moot. 

Obviousness Type Double Patenting 

Applicant has not filed the terminal disclaimer. Therefore, the rejection based on 
obviousness type double patenting has not been overcome. 

New Prior Art 

Applicant argued: 

Of the five patents, Laubach, Anson, Van Arsdel, and Berzer, 
among other things, disclose an element that engages the hand of 
the driver that is disposed outward or inward from the steering 
wheel rim in the plane across of the face of the steering wheel. As 
set forth in claims 14-28, the second section of the fatigue- 
relieving apparatus is disposed outward at an angle to the plane 
across the face of the steering. This distinguishes claims 14-28 
from each of these references. (Emphasis added). 

The instant Office action only uses Laubach, Anson, and Van Arsdel. Each of these 
references teaches the second section disposed outward at an angle to the plane across the face of 
the steering wheel as seen in Attachments 1-3. Therefore, the elected claims 14-19, 24/14 and 27 
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are not allowable. The remaining references Shipley and Berzer are not used to reject 
Applicant's claims. Applicant's arguments about Shipley and Berzer are moot. 

Conclusion 

For the reasons set forth above, Applicant's request to allow the claims is respectfully 

denied. 

14. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

15. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vinh T. Luong whose telephone number is 571-272-7109. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on 571-272-6917. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Luong 



March 28, 2006 




VinhT. Luong 
Primary Examiner 
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For: FATIGUE RELIEVING SUPPORT FOR STEERING WHEELS AND 
THE LIKE 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Response 

Sir: 

This is a Response to the Office Action dated March 30, 2006. This Response 
places the application and the claims therein, in condition for allowance. In this 
Response, the amendments to the specification begin on page 2, the amendment to the 
claims begin on page 5, and the Remarks begin on page 8. 
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Specification: 

Page 2, please rewrite the third full paragraph as follows: 
The system of the present invention will include at least one part that extends 
outward at an angle from a plane across the face of the steering wheel or vehicular 
control. This part i s at least partially deformable in at least one direction, so that the 
system will not interfere with the operation of the wheel or control. This deformability, 
however, will not impede the support function of the system on the invention. 
Furthermore, the deformable material has memory, so that after a deforming force is 
removed, it resumes its original predeformation configuration and shap e, which is 
extending outward at an angle from a plane across the face of the steering wheel or 
vehicular control. 

Page 3, please rewrite the seventh full paragraph as follows: 
Deformable material second section 102 extends outward from steering control 
105 over a predetermined section of the steering control^ which is shown in Figure 1 to be 
an arc. As is better shown in Figure 3, a deformable second section such as 102 extends 
outward at an angle from a plane across the face of a steering control such as 105. 
Deformable second section 102 may extends outward from the steering control at or 
below the inside circumference of the control over the predetermined arc. This arc will 
typically include at least the ten 104 and two 106 o'clock positions, or may include the 
entire circumference. 

Page 4, please rewrite the fourth and fifth full paragraphs as follows: 
The first system of the present invention at 202 includes first section 204 that 
connects to steering control 21 1 and second section 205 that extends outward from first 
section 204. Further, a second section such as 205 extends outward at an angle from a 
plane across the face of a steering control such as 21 1 (see Figure 3). First section 204 
may be rigid, semi-rigid, or deformable, while second section 205 is deformable. If the 
first section is deformable, it may have memory. 

Similarly, the second system of the present invention at 203 includes first section 
207 that connects to steering control 211 and second section 209 that extends outward 
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from first section 207. Further, a second section such as 209 extends outward at an angle 
from a plane across the face of a steering control such as 21 1 (see Figure 3). First section 
207 may be rigid, semi-rigid, or deformable, while second section 209 is deformable. 
Again, if the first section is deformable, it may have memory. Further, second sections 
205 and 209 may be rigid, semi-rigid or flexible, or non-deformable and still be within 
the scope of the present invention. 

Page 5, please rewrite second full paragraph as follows: 
Referring to Figure 3, generally at 300, steering control 305 is shown that 
includes rim 308, spokes 310, and steering column 312. First section 301 is formed 
integral with rim 308 and deformable second section 302 extends outward from the first 
section. As is shown, second section 302 extends outward at angle 316 from plane 318 
across the face of steering control 305. The material of second section 302 has sufficient 
strength that when driving, the driver may rest his/her wrists or portions of the hands 322 
on the material and they will be supported. The structure is such that the weight of the 
arms and hands through the wrists or portions of the hands are supported without the 
material deforming. 

Page 6, please rewrite the second and third full paragraphs as follows: 
Referring to Figure 5, generally at 500, a second embodiment of the present 
invention is shown. System 501 of the present invention shown in Figure 5 includes a 
first section 502 that detachably connects to steering control rim. Deformable second 
section 503 connects to, and extends outwardly from, first section 502. As is shown, 
deformable second section 503 extends outward at angle 516 from plane 518 across the 
face of steering control rim 508. First section 502 may snap-on or otherwise attach to the 
steering control such that it may appear integral with the steering control. One of many 
possible known means for accomplishing this is by first section 502 being mostly rigid, 
and leaving a space 507 so the attachment can be forced over rim 508 and leave room for 
the steering control spokes 510. Regardless of the means for attachment, once first 
section 502 is attached to the steering control, it will provide all of the benefits that have 
been described for the first section being integrally formed with the rim. Additionally, 

3 
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the second embodiment, may be a single structure with a single resting material support, 
a single structure with multiple resting supports, or multiple structures each with its own 
resting support. As in the other embodiments, the second section may be rigid, semi- 
rigid or flexible, or non-deformable and still be within the scope of the present invention. 

By way of example, Figure 6, generally at 600, shows another alternate method to 
attach the system of the present invention to steering control rim 608. The system in this 
figure has first section 602 that will envelop rim 608. First section 602 may be made 
from a flexible material. First section 602 may have a slit 61 1 A which after this section 
envelops the rim, may be stitched shut by stitches 613. As in the other embodiments of 
the present invention, deformable second section 603 connects to, and extends outwardly 
from, first section 602. Further, a deformable second section such as 603 extends 
outward at an angle from a plane across the face of a steering control rim such as 608 (see 
Figures 3 and 5). Again, the second section may be rigid, semi-rigid, or non-deformable 
and still be within the scope of the present invention. 
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In the Claims 

14. (Previously Amended) A fatigue relieving/preventing apparatus associated 
with a steering wheel for controlling a vehicle, comprising: 

a first section that connects to a peripheral portion of the steering wheel; and 
a rigid, semi-rigid or flexible, or non-deformable second section that connects to, 
and extends from the first section at the peripheral portion of the steering wheel, the 
second section extends from the first section outward at an angle to a plane across a front 
face of the steering wheel, the second section for supporting at least a portion of a 
vehicular operator's body when pressure from the portion of the vehicular operator's 
body on the second section is less than the pressure for deforming the second section out 
of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel, and 
deforming out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering 
wheel when pressure from the portion of the vehicular operator's body on the second 
section is equal to or greater than the pressure for deforming the second section out of 
interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel. 

15. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
steering wheel includes a the steering wheel for controlling at least a nautical vessel, 
aircraft, or ground transportation vehicle. 

16. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
portion of the body supported by the second section includes at least a forearm, wrist, or 
hand. 

17. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
first section extends a predetermined length of a predetermined the peripheral portion of 
the steering wheel. 

18. (Previously Amended) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
second section includes at least two second sections that each connect to the first section 
at separate locations. 

19. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 17 or 18, wherein 
the first section is deformable. 
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20. (Previously Added) A fatigue relieving/preventing apparatus associated 
with a steering wheel for controlling a vehicle, comprising: 

at least two discrete first sections that each connect to a peripheral portion of the 
steering wheel, and 

a discrete rigid, semi-rigid or flexible, or non-deformable second section that 
connects to, and extends from each first section at a peripheral portion of the steering 
wheel, each second section extends from the first section outward at an angle to a plane 
across a front face of the steering wheel, each second section for supporting at least a 
portion of a vehicular operator's body when pressure from the portion of the vehicular 
operator's body on the second section is less than the pressure for deforming the second 
section out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering 
wheel, and deforming out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operator 
the steering wheel when pressure form the portion of the vehicular operator's body on the 
second section is equal to or greater than the pressure for deforming the second section 
out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel.. 

21. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the 
steering wheel includes a steering wheel for controlling at least a nautical vessel, aircraft 
or ground transportation vehicle. 

22. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the 
portion of the body supported by the second section includes at least a forearm, wrist, or 
hand. 

23. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the 
apparatus is adjustable for supporting different sizes or types of body portions. 

24. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 14 or 20, wherein 
each first section is formed integral with the steering wheel. 

25. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 14 or 20, wherein 
each first section is detachable from the steering wheel. 

26. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein each 
first section is deformable. 

27. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the first 
section is flexible, rigid, or semi-rigid, or non-deformable. 
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28. (Previously Added) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the first 
section is flexible, rigid, or semi-rigid, or non-deformable. 
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Remarks 

I. Introduction 

Applicant is in receipt of the Office Action dated at March 30, 2006. Claims 14- 
19, 24/14, and 27 are pending in the present application. The Examiner has recited 
several grounds for objecting to and rejecting the present application. Examiner objected 
to the drawings for not including representations to the angular disposition of second 
section of the fatigue/relieving apparatus. In view of this objection to the drawings, the 
Examiner objected to the specification. The Examiner also has objected to claims 14-19, 
24/14, and 27 for indefiniteness under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph. Lastly, the 
Examiner rejected pending claims 14-19, 24/14 and 27 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) for 
anticipation based on either Van Arsdel, U.S. Patent No. 2,1 18,540; Anson, U.S. Patent 
No. 2,134,020; or Laubach, U.S. Patent No. 1,575,848. Applicant will demonstrate 
herein that the objections and rejections have been overcome by this Response, thereby 
placing the present application in condition for allowance. 

II. The Corrected Drawings Overcome the Examiner's Objection 

On page 3 of the Office Action, the Examiner objected to the drawings because 
"each part of the invention, e.g., the angle and the face in claim 14 should be designated 
by a reference numeral or character." Applicant has corrected the drawings as requested 
by the Examiner. These changes to the drawings do not add new matter. As such, 
Applicant has traversed the Examiner's basis for objection to the drawings. 

III. The Specification, As Amended, Overcome the Examiner's 
Objection 

On page 4 of the Office Action, the Examiner objected to the specification for 
"failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the claimed the subject matter, such as, 'an 
angle,' in claim 14." Applicant has amended the specification to overcome this objection. 
These amendments do not add new matter. Therefore, this objection should be 
withdrawn. 
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IV. The Claims, As Amended Are Definitive. 

On page 3 of the Office Action, the Examiner contends that the terms "rigid", 

"semi-rigid," "flexible," or "non-deformable" in claims 14 and 17 are indefinite. 
Applicant submits that these terms would be understood by a person of ordinary skill in 
the art in light of the present invention. 

The Examiner contends that 14 and 17 are indefinite under 35 U.S.C. §§ 1 12, 
second paragraph, because of the recitation of the terms "rigid," "semi-rigid," "flexible," 
and "non-deformable." In particular, the Examiner asserts that these terms are indefinite 
because these terms "[are] not defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a 
standard for the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be 
reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention." Further, the Examiner contends that 
"it is unclear what range of Rockwell hardness of the material of the second section is 
required in order to be considered as terms "rigid," semi-rigid, or flexible, or non- 
deformable." Applicant submits that the claims are definite as will be shown. 

Claims 14 and 17, include the terms "rigid," "semi-rigid," "flexible," and "non- 
deformable." Applicant has attached as Attachment A excerpts from the Ninth New 
Collegiate Dictionary. These excerpts demonstrate that each of the terms that the 
Examiner has contended is indefinite is a very common term that a person of ordinary 
skill in the art would understand with sufficiency to make and use the present invention. 
The attached excerpts make plain that a person of ordinary skill in the art would clearly 
understand the scope of the claims when "rigid," "semi-rigid," or "flexible," or "non- 
deformable," is used. As such, claims 14 and 17 would be definite in the hands of a 
person of ordinary skill in the art. Noting this, Applicant overcomes the Examiner's 
indefiniteness rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, as to the use of the 
terms "rigid," "semi-rigid," "flexible," and "non-deformable," and respectfully requests 
that this rejection be withdrawn with regard to claims 14 and 19. 

The Examiner also rejected claims 15 and 17 for allegedly having no anticipated 
basis for the terms "a steering wheel" and "a peripheral portion of the steering wheel," 
respectively. Applicant has amended the claims to remove any possible confusion on the 
part of the Examiner with regard to overcoming this obviousness rejection. 
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Noting the foregoing, Applicant has traversed each of the Examiner's basis for 
rejecting the claims for indefmiteness under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph. 

V. Claims 14-19 Are Not Anticipated Under 35 § U.S.C. 102(b) 

Claims 14-19, 24/14 and 27 are pending in the present application. In the current 
Office Action, claims 14-19, 24-14 and 27 have been rejected by the Examiner for 
anticipation under 35 U.S.C. § 102 (b) based on a three references. These references are 
U.S. Patent No. 1,575,848 to Laubach ("Laubach"), U.S. Patent No. 2,1 18,540 to Van 
Arsdel ("Van Arsdel"), and U.S. Patent No. 2,134,020 to Anson ("Anson"). More 
specifically, the Examiner relied on Van Arsdel or Anson for rejecting claims 14-17, 
19/17, 24/14 and 27; and Laubach for rejecting claims 14, 18 and 19/18. Hereinafter, 
Applicant will demonstrate that claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27, as presently amended, place 
the present application in condition for allowance and the application should be passed to 
issue. 

A. Applicable Law 

In order for there to be anticipation under 35 U.S.C. § 102, a single prior art 
reference must show each and every feature of the claimed invention in the same way. . 
Brown v. 3M, 265 F.3d 1349, 1351 (Fed. Cir. 2001) ("To anticipate, every limitation of 
the claimed invention must be found in a single prior art reference, arranged as in the 
claim"); Kloster Speedsteel AB v. Crucible, Inc., 793 F.2d 1565, 1571 (Fed. Cir. 1986) 
("absence from the reference of any claimed element negates anticipation"). Applicant 
submits that neither Van Arsdel, Anson, nor Laubach satisfy this standard for finding 
anticipation under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b). 

B. Van Arsdel Does Not Anticipate Claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 
Claim 14 is an independent claim and claims 15-19, 24/14, and 27 depend from 

claim 14. As such, claims 15-19, 24/14, and 27 add features to claim 20. 

In relying on Van Arsdel, the Examiner does not cite to any descriptions of the 
auto steering wheel handgrip disclosed in this reference but annotates the drawings for 
this purpose. Specifically, the Examiner annotated Figures 3 and 5 in an attempt to show 
what is being claimed in claim 14. The Examiner states that reference no. 4 equates to the 
first section and reference no. 2 equates to the second section of claim 14. Applicant 
submits that the Examiner fails to consider and appreciate all of the elements of the 
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second section because if he did, two things would be clear (i) the grip-rest is in a plane 
parallel with the one across the face of the steering wheel and (ii) there is a missing 
element. 

Van Arsdel at column 2, lines 13-54 states: 

The grip-rest 2 is concave longitudinally and about half of the rest 
extends over and part way across the steering wheel rim 3 in a manner to 
slope downwardly and inwardly of the rim. The outer edge 4 on the side, 
and 5 of the rear end of the concave, located above the rim, extends up 
into a marginal flange to be contacted by the inside of the ball of the 
thumb or by the bottom of the hand, depending upon which part of the 
hand is seated on the rest. These flanges 4 and 5 enable the operator 
instantly to feel any deviation of the car from a straight course and gives 
him something substantial to push against in resistance and also in rotating 
the wheel to steer the car around corners and curves and away from 
obstructions or bad places in the roadway. 

The rotation of the steering wheel by hand pressure against the 
flanges 4 and 5 is assisted by the palm and fingers, which are wrapped 
around the rim of the wheel and increase the fingerhold [on] the grip-rest 
2, which is thickened and bifurcated to straddle the rim as shown in Fig. 6, 
is provided with recesses separated by ridges, here shown as three in 
number, 6, 7, and 8.... [See Figure 4] 

The weight of the hand and arm are comfortably supported with the 
bottom of the hand resting in the concavity of the grip-rest as shown in 
Fig. 1, or with the ball of the thumb seated in the concavity as shown in 
Fig. 2.... 

My improved grip-rest may be formed integral with the rim of the 
steering wheel as shown in Fig. 8, but I prefer to make it removable as an 
attachment for any make of car and also to make it adjustable to suit the 
requirements or fancy of the driver. [Emphasis added] 

A review of Figures 3 and 5, as annotated by the Examiner, attempts to show that 
the grip-rest of Van Arsdel is disposed outward at an angle a to a plane across the face of 
the steering wheel shows that the Examiner's position is misplaced. As the description 
above from Van Arsdel indicates, the grip-rest is disposed as shown in Figure 6 parallel 
to the plane across the face of the steering wheel not at angle to it. This is very clear 
because in each disposition of the grip-rest in the Figures, it is fixed in this parallel plane 
to support the thumb or part of the palm. It is also fixed so that it is not deformable so the 
driver can put extensive pressure on it (and it will not move) for steering the automobile 
(See underscored sections in the quotation above). 
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If the grip-rest were supposed to be at an angle commensurate with the present 
invention as the Examiner contends, its disposition would be shown differently in the 
drawings. As such, there is not support for the Examiner's contention that the grip-rest is 
disposed other than in the plane parallel to the plane across the form of the steering 
wheel. Accordingly, one skilled in the art would not understand the grip-rest in Van 
Arsdel to be disposed as the Examiner contends. 

There is also no support in the description of the grip-rest in Van Arsdel that it 
will deform in any way out of interference with the operation of the steering wheel. 
Applicant submits he is justified in taking this position given the description of the 
connection of the grip-rest as shown in Figure 6 or the integrally formed grip-rest shown 
in Figure 8. Therefore, the grip-rest of Van Arsdel would not anticipate the invention as 
set forth in claim 14 because it is missing at least one element, i.e., Van Arsdel at least 
does not teach or suggest the features of the second section being deformable out of 
interference with the operation of the steering wheel as set forth in claim 14. 

Noting in the foregoing, Applicant has demonstrated that the auto steering wheel 
grip-rest of Van Arsdel does not anticipate (or render obvious) the invention of claim 14. 
Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests that the anticipation rejection based on Van 
Arsdel be withdrawn. 

Claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 depend from claim 14. As such, each of these 
dependent claims includes all the features of claim 14. Therefore, claims 15-17, 19/17, 
24/14, and 27 are not anticipated by Van Arsdel for the same reasons that claim 14 is not 
anticipated by this patent. Thus, Applicant has traversed the Examiner's basis for 
rejecting claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 for anticipation and respectfully requests 
that this rejection be withdrawn. 

C. Anson Does Not Anticipate Claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 

The Examiner has rejected claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 for anticipation 
based on Anson. Referring to the Figures of Anson, the Examiner states that reference 
no. 13 equates to the first section and reference no. 1 1 equates to the second section of 
claim 14. The Examiner has annotated Figure 8 to indicate that the steering wheel 
attachment of Anson is disposed at an angle a with respect to a plane across the face of 
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the steering wheel Before addressing the Examiner's basis of rejection, Applicant 
submits that the description of the steering wheel attachment of Anson is germane to the 
Examiner's position on anticipation. Applicant also submits that if this description is 
taken into consideration, the Examiner should withdraw the anticipation rejection based 
on Anson. 

In the description of the purpose of the steering wheel attachment in Anson, the 

patent states (Page 1, left column, lines 6-25): 

I have found that in the driving of an automobile and particular 
when driving for extended periods of time over long distances, the normal 
manner of holding and manipulating the steering wheel, wherein both 
driver's hands grasp the wheel in positions which require the driver's arms 
to remain in a raised and more or less unnatural and uncomfortable 
position, considerable strain develops in the driver's hands, arms, 
shoulders and back particularly, and results in excess of fatigue , such as 
will frequently dull the driver's normal reflexes and alertness and thereby 
increase the danger of accidents. 

To obviate these disadvantages , I have devised an attachment for 
steering wheels, which permits a driver to assume a completely 
comfortable and relaxed driving position, while at the same time, affords a 
means permitting the driver to at all times retain positive operating control 
of the steering wheel. [Emphasis added] 

The steering wheel attachment of Anson is subsequently described in the patent. 
The following description is stated (Page 1, right column, line 49 - Page 2, left column, 
line 18): 

The attachment comprises a hand grip portion 1 1, which is preferably of 
bulbular form.... Grip portion 1 1 normally extends downward from the 
wheel rim and is of suitable length to adapt same to extend to the region of 
the driver's lap so that it may be grasped by the driver's hand when his 
hand is resting in a normal comparable position in his lap . Grip portion 
1 1 . . .which will have sufficient pliability. . .to be deflected from its normal 
pendant position without adversely affecting the measure of control of the 
steering wheel movements afforded by the positive operating movement 
of the attachment, while at the same time, neck 12 will retain sufficient 
rigidity to permit operating movements of hand grip 1 1 to be positively 
communicated to the steering wheel rim for effective control of its 
movements . [Emphasis added] 

Applicant submits that the steering wheel attachment of Anson does disclose all 
of the elements of claim 14. As set forth in the quotation above, the steering wheel 
attachment of Anson is a pliable structure that dangles downward from the bottom of the 

13 
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steering wheel. It is further understood from the quotation above that in use the steering 
wheel attachment is grasped by the driver's hand while the arms and hands are resting in 
the driver 1 s lap. There is no teaching in Anson that the steering wheel attachment can be 
disposed of any location other than at the bottom of the steering wheel where it dangles 
for use. The other disposite of the hand grip at the top of rim is for situations where it is 
removed from use. 

The Examiner has cited Anson at Page 2, Left Column, Lines 62-72, as teaching 
the deformability element of the second section in claim 14. As the quotation above 
demonstrates, when the Anson handgrip is in use, it is in the pendent position and used to 
steer the vehicle. If, during normal operations, the driver were to grab the steering wheel 
in an emergency situation, he would release the handgrip and grab the wheel, for 
example, at the 10 and 2 o'clock positions. In doing so, the pendent-hanging handgrip 
would not be deformed as set forth in claim 14 because it would not be in use. Moreover, 
if it were used, it would not be deformed out of interference but would be held to steer 
the vehicle. 

The Examiner has stated the handgrip of Anson equates to deformation according 
to claim 14 because it may be moved from the bottom pendent position to the top of the 
steering wheel. When the handgrip is moved to the top, it is moved there to be 
purposefully out of use all the time so it will not be in a position to be deformed as set 
forth in the second section of claim 14. 1 In order to move the handgrip, it would be 
understood that the vehicle would have to be stopped, the handgrip detached and 
repositioned at the top, and reattached. 

Given the foregoing, the steering wheel attachment of Anson at least does not 
indicate the element of the second section being disposed outward at an angle from the 
plane across the face of the steering wheel (Anson extends rearward) and it does not 
teach that the attachment will be deformable out of interference with the operation of the 
steering wheel as set forth in claim 14. 

Applicant has demonstrated that claim 14 is not anticipated (or rendered obvious) 
by Anson and requests that the anticipation rejection based on this patent be withdrawn. 



1 Anson, page 2, left column, lines 68-72. 
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Claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 depend from claim 14. As such, each of these 
dependent claims includes all the features of claim 14. Therefore, claims 15-17, 19/17, 
24/14, and 27 are not anticipated by Anson for the same reasons that claim 14 is not 
anticipated by this patent. Applicant has traversed the Examiner's basis for rejecting 
claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 for anticipation and respectfully requests that this 
rejection be withdrawn. 

D. Laubach Does Not Anticipate Claims 14, 18, and 19/18 

The Examiner has rejected claims 14, 18, and 19/18 for anticipation based on 
Laubach. In formulating the rejection based on Laubach, the Examiner has not relied on 
any part of the disclosure in that patent but has annotated the drawings to allegedly show 
that Laubach teaches each and every feature of claim 14. The Examiner states that 
reference nos. 7 and 8 of the knob 2 equates to the first section and reference no. 10 
equates to the second section of claim 14. Applicant submits that the Examiner's reliance 
on Laubach is misplaced. 

Laubach states the following with regard to the knobs attached to the steering 

wheel (Page 1, line 43-71): 

By particularly considering the Figures 2 and 3, it will be seen that 
the knobs 2 are secured to the rim of the wheel 1 by means of securing 
screws 4, these screws being threaded as indicated at 5 longitudinally 
through the knobs 2, and extending for quite a distance through the entire 
length of the knobs, thereby efficiently bracing the same . The inner ends 
of the knobs 2 are concave as indicated at 6, so as to conform to the 
contour of the outer periphery of the wheel 1.... 

Each knob 2 is provided with a plurality of finger sockets 9 upon 
the upper face thereof, and an enlarged head portion 10 at the outer end 
thereof, for the purpose of facilitating the gripping of the knob and 
preventing the actual slippage of the hand of the operator from the knob 2 . 
[Emphasis added] 

The Examiner has annotated the drawings to attempt to show that enlarged head 
10 is disposed outward at an angle from the plane across the face of the steering wheel. 
This is not supported. 

The hands of the driver are supported by gripping the knobs in the defined finger 
recesses shown in the drawings. The heads 10 are enlarged for this sole purpose of 
preventing the hands from slipping off of the knobs. The heads 10 clearly are not 
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disposed at an angle outward of the plane across the face of the steering wheel but are 
placed at the end of the knobs solely to act as a stop. Further, the heads 10 are not 
deformable out of interference with the operation of the steering wheel as set forth in 
claim 14. They are fixed in place along with the rest of the knobs. 

The description of the knobs and a review of the Figures makes plain that the 
knobs are not deformable and they are not disposed at an angle with respect to the a plane 
across the face of the steering wheel. The knobs are rigidly connected to the steering 
wheel by screws 5. Any movement of them requires removing the screws, drilling the 
wheel at a new location, and reattaching the knobs at the new location. At this new 
location, the knobs will in a plane parallel to the plane across the face of the steering 
wheel. 

The knobs do not deform out of interference with the operation of the steering 
wheel as in the second section of claim 14. In fact, once the Laubach knobs are secured 
by screws 5 as shown and described, they are fixed and not movable during normal 
operations. If they are not unscrewed, the only movement would be to apply a destructive 
force to the knobs, thereby breaking them. 

Therefore, Laubach at least does not teach the features of the second section being 
disposed outward at an angle from the plane across the face of the steering wheel and the 
knobs of Laubach do not deform out of interference with the operation of the steering 
wheel as set forth in claim 14. 

Applicant has demonstrated that claim 14 is not anticipated (or rendered obvious) 
by Laubach and requests that the anticipation rejection based on this patent be withdrawn. 

Claims 18 and 19/18 depend from claim 14. As such, each of these dependent 
claims includes all the features of claim 14. Therefore, claims 18 and 19/18 are not 
anticipated by Laubach for the same reasons that claim 14 is not anticipated by this 
patent. Therefore, Applicant has traversed the Examiner's bases for rejecting claims 18 
and 19/18 for anticipation and respectfully requests that this rejection be withdrawn. 
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III. Conclusion 

In this Response, Applicant has traversed Examiner's (i) objection to the 
drawings, (ii) objection to the specification, (iii) and anticipation rejections under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) based on either Van Arsdel, U.S. Patent No. 2,1 18,540; Anson, U.S. Patent 
No. 2,134,020; and Laubach, U.S. Patent No. 1,575,848. As such, Applicant has placed 
the present application is in condition for allowance. 

The present invention is new, non-obvious and useful. Reconsideration and 
allowance of the claims are respectfully requested. 



Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP 
60 State Street 
Boston, MA 02109 
Tel: 617-526-6183 
Fax: 617-526-5000 

Attorney Docket Number: 1 14089. 121US 1 



Dated: June _t 2006 




Wayne M. Kennard 
Attorneys for the Applicant 



US I DOCS 5692090vl 



17 




of t! 
legie 
it w; 
Men 
in th 
two i 

400 
guag 
aske 
New 
answ 
can a 
F 

only fi 
edge 
may h 
ability 
late y. 
such 
(1752) 
Ti 

throug 
srchiv( 
world's 
ni !stior 
surroui 
usage 
editors. 

It i 
Webste . 
^vords z 
first en 
sense. : ( 
by a dal ' 
first enk 
sense, e 
'or exan 
?00 yeai , 
tot beei 
show a i 
Qualify fc 
'Gry I 





1 



Ninth New 
Collegiate 
Dictionary 

MERRIAM- WEBSTER INC., Publishers 
Springfield, Massachusetts, U.S.A. 



A GENUINE MERRIAM- WEBSTER 



The name Webster alone is no guarantee of excellence. It is used by a 
number of publishers and may serve mainly to mislead an unwary buyer. 

A Merriam- Webster® is the registered trademark you should look for 
when you consider the purchase of dictionaries or other fine reference 
books. It carries the reputation of a company that has been publishing 
since 1831 and is your assurance of quality and authority. 



Copyright © 1989 by Merriam-Webster Inc. 
Philippines Copyright 1989 by Merriam- Webster Inc. 



Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data 
Main entry under title: 

Webster's ninth new collegiate dictionary. 

Includes index. 

I. English language — Dictionaries. I. Merriam- 
Webster Inc. 

PE1628.W5638 1989 423 88-8335 

ISBN 0-87779-508-8 

ISBN 0-87779-509-6 (indexed) 

ISBN 0-87779-5 !0-X (deluxe) 



Webster's Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary principal copyright 1983 



COLLEGIATE trademark Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 



All rights reserved. No part of this book covered by the copyrights hereon may 
reproduced or copied in any form or by any means— graphic, electronic, 
mechanical, including photocopying, taping, or information storage and retne 
systems— without written permission of the publisher. 



Made in the United States of America 
32333435RMcN89 



334 definement • degeneration 

/ • j i., A a c,»*A nrnoertv lines) b : to make distinct, clear, or 
- drably \-ble\ adv - de.fine.ment V'fftwnant \ n - de.fin«r 



5 



dXiti™ host n (1901) : .he hos. in which .he sexual reproduc.iqn of a 
def nM»de Vdi.-Ho-a-.ttyW* ■ 0"* ,r 0,30 ! 

* j^&s^ JEScSS 

^Trcau"e d ^ 

rapidly with intense heat and sparks being given on uci 

vh de-flat-ed- deflat-ing [de- •+ -ftate (as in in- 



<£flprt \di-*flekt\ vb [L defiecterc to bend down, tur 



, turn aside, fr. de- + 
nght course or fixed di- 

Vecion : bend ~ « r:' ^.'urn' "^'^^T^^^^T 
!W-*^7V , ^tte WtS^S* or off course 
*?1!S!to71SS^i^- indicator 'pointer from .he zero 

• turned abruptly downward <a~lean> 



■ to sooil the form of 2 a : to spoil the looks of : DisjtbvM 
^bTbUt«ness>:. b : to make hid«msor ^n^gus Jj - 
shine of by stress /v vi : tobe^e^ks^ap^ 
1^iSl&RT. contort; warp f^XCl 
bv twisting, deform may -imply * change of shape thi 
injur?, or some^ccident of growth; DISTORT and ^WOltT^ 
wfenchinR from the natural normal, or justly proportion^. 
T^RTVuSlertVa more involved twisting and a more grot- 
p?nfJ"?5u;-VARP indicates physically an uneven shrif 

deforming : the state of bang deformed 3 : change tor tne 



detorming : mesww v ». v ^' , e> «v~ JI- 
de4or-ma.tion.al Yshnd. -?^n-'l\ adi 
de4or^a4iye\dt : 7dr-m9tHv\q^U64U. 



dcfor-mMive \di-'lor-m*-iv\ ««, v , . tendih^o d^^ 

^ik^f^t^S fill 

fr t defirmitat.. deformitas.fr- *<f a ™" ac [^^ J&m 
( I Vi i • the s.a.e of being deformed 2 : a physical blemjsbrf 
orTion D srourem^t 3? a moral or aesthetic %™*f& 

<ta-tion \,de-.trd- , da-shan\ n — dedraud-«r \°'- n ™^^" io 

from a deep-frozen state — defroster n 
deft'" 




d^^ 
d7to£i TfSSfinV v< 0M») : » remove foam from : preven, the 

^SiTnl^ rS?5f W€-ant\ n (1943) : a chemical spray or dust applied 
de.fo-li.ate \-le-;at\ 1J OXAfe ^Jl* « 2 premaiurely - 

de.for«e \Od S -'fo(a)rs - ? 6(a)rsX - Pg. Igj-jfl. »«S*ftSj*,fc 

: one who defor^ the ng^M owner- . . fe ac|jon or 

dfevdi^^ HSOTS'iJSA fr. MF or L! MFde/ormer 



the course of life or existence <ner 

card public opinion) 4 : to resist aiiempi* . /v . ^ 
i^y vKT^ n^defiesdSSO) : auu^.^J 

coils carrying currents that neutralize the magnetism ol tne 
: demagnetize --de-gauss^r n n664) i . the staie' 

d de?e^f^ P ^ 
sion 4 : the coding of an amino acid by more tnan one 

or finiiion) from an ancestral I orl^ormer ^ J*Y hE$5 
»z^«ffiy^ 

Hon yielding two intersecting. lines . > * £ n S y b P v ^ r l > grJt d< 
ized by atoms stripped of their ^™»^**U^ s g& 4 
matter); also: consisting of Regenerate \>'c 
ing two or more states or subdivisions <~- cn ^^ritie^to 
co Jucror : having a sufficient concentration o^ ™P*f*ffiE 
electricity 5 : having more than « ope ^^SjBSSb 
acid; c/so : being such a codon syn see viqous oergjc t , 
de.gen^r.ate*ness n , 1<i0 i . t« naw from a h« 

ide.genner.ate Ndi-^^^'S?™ 2- SSa lov 
lower type' or condition : DETERIORATE 2. jo s inic in «y : 

standards of a species, race, or breed S to »W«H^J 

dipenr n r P Tra^W 

cause to degenerate . .. . j,. ( that is degener 
ide-gen<r-ate \di-"jen-(a-)n.t\ n U355) . J 1 * "J" " . *s»« 
Tone degraded from the normal mpnd standard * > . a^ 
c : one showing s gns of reyers.on to an f^^^wf, 



472 flea wort • flicker 



flca-wort Vflc-.vwt. -,wof»rt\ n [ME flewort fr. OE fleawyrt, fr. flea + 
wyrt herb, root more at ROOT] (bef. 12c) : any of three Old World 
plantains (esp. Plantago psyllium) whose, seed? are sometimes used as a 
mild laxative — compare psyllium seed 

fleche Vflash, l flesh\ n [F. lit, arrow] (1848): SPlREjerp: a slender spire 
above the intersection of the nave and transepts of a church 

fle-chette \fla- , shet. flc-\ n [F, fr. dim. of fleche arrow, fr. OF fleche, of 
Gmc origin; akin to MD vlieke arrow/ OE fleogan to fly] (.1915) : a 
small dart-shaped projectile that is clustered in an explosive warhead, 
dropped as a missile from an airplane, or fired from a hand-held gun 

WleckYflek\ vt [back-formation fr. flecked spotted, fr. ME, prob.fr. ON 

flekk5ttr.fr flekkr spot — more at flay] (14c) : streak, spot (white- 
caps ^ea the blue sea) 

Week n (1598) 1 : spot, mark (a brown I weed with ~s of yellow) 2 
: flake, particle <~* of snow drifted down) 
flection varof flexion 

fledge Vflei\ vb fiedge± fledg-ing [fledge (capable of Hying), fr. ME 
fleggc, fr. OE -flyege; akin to OHG flucki capable of flying, OB fleogan 
to fly — more at fly] w. of a bird (1566) : to acquire the feathers neces- 
sary for flight ~ vr I : to rear until ready for flight or independent 
activity 2 : to cover with or as if with feathers or down 3: to furnish 
(as an arrow) with feathers 

fledg-Ung Vflej-lin\n (1830) 1 : a young bird just fledged 2 : an im- 
mature or inexperienced person 3 : one that is new <a ~ company in 
the industry) K . 

flee \Tle\ v6 fled Vfled\; fleeing [MEflen. fr. OE fleon; akin to OHG 
fltohan to flee] vt (bef. 12c) 1 a : to run away often from danger or 
evil : FLY b : to hurry toward a place of security 2 : to pass away 
swiftly : vanish (mists —ing before the rising sun) ~ vt : to run away 
from : shun 

ifleece Vflcs\ n (ME flees, fr. OE fleos; akin to MHO vlius fleece, L 
plume i feather, down] (bef. 12c) 1 a : the coat of wool covering a 
wool-beanng animal (as a sheep) b : the wool obtained from a sheep 
at one shearing 2 a : any of various soft or woolly coverings b : a 
soft bulky deep-piled knitted or woven fabric used chiefly for clothing 

fleece w fleeced; fleecing (1 537) .1 a : to strip of money or property 
by fraud or extortion b : to charge excessively for goods or services 
2 : to remove the fleece from ; shear 3 : to dot or cover with fleecy 
masses 

fleeced Yflest\ adj ( 1 580) I ; covered with or as if with a fleece 2 of a 
textile : having a soft nap 

f leech Vflech\ v6 [ME (Sc) flechen] dial (14c) : coax, wheedle 
fleecy \fle-se\ adj fleec-i^r; -est (1590) : covered with, made of. or 
resembling fleece <a ~ winter coat) 
tfleer \fli(p)r\ ri [ME fleryen. of Scand origin; akin to Norw /lire to 
giggle — more at flimflam] (15c) : to laugh or grimace in a coarse 
densive manner : sneer syn see scoff— fleer-ingly \-i 0 -Ic\ adv 
'fleer n (1604) : a word or look of derision or mockery 
Hleet \*flet\ vb [ME fleten. fr. OE fleotan; akin to OHG fliozzan to float, 
OE flowan to flowj vi (bef. 12c) l obs: drift 2 a archaic, FLOW b 
: to fade away : vanish 3 : to fly swiftly ~ w 1 : to cause (time) to 
pass usu. quickly or imperceptibly 2 (alter, of flit] : to move or 
change tn position <~ a hawser) 

J fleet n [ME flete, fr. OE fleot ship, fr. fleotan] (13c) I : a number of 
warshjps under a single command^ jpeci£: an organization of ships and 

* " a group (as of ships, 



Eva- 
the navy 



aircraft under the command of a flag officer l": 

planes, or trucks) operated under unified control 
'fleet adj [prob. fr. *fleet] (1529) 1 : swift in motion : nimble 2 : 

NESCENT. fleeting syn see fast — fleeMy adv — 1 1 eetn ess rt 
fleet admiral n (1946) : an admiral of the highest rank in t 

whose insignia is five stars 
f JeeMoot-ed \-Yut-ad\ adj (1 743) : able to run fast 
fleet-ing adj (1563) : passing swiftly : transitory syn see transient 

— f leet-ing-lv \-i n-le\ adv — fleet-ingress n 

Fleet Street Vflet-\ n {Fleet Street, London. England, center of the Lon- 
don newspaper districtU 1882) : the London press 

flei-shig Vlla-shik\ adfjTYiddish, fr. MHG vleischic meaty, fr. vleisch 
flesh, meat. fr. OHG fleisk) (1943) : made of, prepared with, or used 
for meat or meat products — compare milchig. pareve 

FTem-ing yfleni-in\ n (ME. fr. MD Vlaminc (akin to MD Vlander 
Flanders)] (1 2c) : a member of the Germanic people inhabiting north- 
ern Belgium and a small section of northern France 

•Flem ish \'flcm-ish\ adj (14c) : of, relating to, or characteristic of 
Flanders or the Flemings or their language 

'Flemish n (1 727) 1 : the Dutch language used by ihe Flemings 2 ol 
in const r : Flemings r 

Flemish giant n (ca. 1898) : a rabbit of a breed prob. of Belgian origin 
that is characterized by large size, vigor, and solid coat color in black, 
white, or gray 

fl /. l ?. e .y nen ? t ' s > V f,ensed J flens-ing [D flensen or Dan & Norw flense] 
(1814): to strip (as a whale) of blubber or skin . 
'fe 11 ^""^ n t ME * fr OE fUesc; akin to OHG flebk flesh and prob. to 
ON fid to flay — more at flay] (bef. 1 2c) 1 a : the soft parts of the 
body of an animal and esp. of a vertebrate; esp : the parts composed 
chiefly of skeletal muscle as distinguished from visceral structures, 
bone, and integuments b : sleek well-fatted condition of body c 
: SKIN 2a: edible parts of an animal b : flesh of a mammal or fowl 
that is an article of diet (abstain from ~ during religious fasts) 3 a 
: the physical being of man (the spirit indeed is willing, but the — is 
weak — Mt 26:41 (AV)> b : human nature 4 a : human beings 
: mankind b : living beings c : STOCK, KINDRED 5 : a fleshy plant 
part used as food; also : the fleshy part of a fruit 6 Christian Science 
: an illusion that matter has sensation 7 : substance (insights buried 
alive* ~ of thc narrativc —Jan Carew) — in the flesh : in person and 

J flesh vt (1530) 1 : to initiate or habituate esp. by giving a foretaste 2 
archaic ; gratify 3 : to clothe or cover with or as if with flesh; 1 
broadly : to give substance to — usu. used with out 4 ; to free from 
mi" ^ tfi 9, 10 bc 9° me fleshy — often used with up or out 
flesh and blood n (bef. 12c) 1 : corporeal nature as composed of flesh 
and of blood 2 : near kindred — used chiefly in the phrase one's own 
flesh and blood 3 : substance, reality 

eshed Vflesht\ adj (1 5c) .: haying flesh esp. of a specified kind — often 
used in combination <pink-/7eMed> (thick -fleshed) 



J 1 * 
fie* 



flesh fly n (14c) : a two- winged fly whose maggots feed on flesh; eso 
: any of a family (Sarcophagidae) of flies some of which cause myiasir 
fleshiness \*flesh-e-n3s\ n (15c) : the state of being fleshy : oorK;. 

LENCE -y 

fleshings Vflesh-inz\ n pi (1838) : material removed in fleshing a hide 
or skin 

f lesh.ly \flesh-le\ adj (bef. 1 2c) 1 a : corporeal, bodily b : of. reiki. 

ing to, or characterized by indulgence of bodily appetites; esp : lascivi 

ous (~ desires) c : not spiritual : worldly 2 : fleshy, plump 1 3 

j having a sensuous quality {~ art) syn see carnal 
flesh.ment Vflesh-m*nt\ t\ f}flesH] obs (1605) : excitement associated 

with a successful beginning 

flesh-pot Vflesh-.patV « (1592) 1 pi i bodily comfort : luxury 2 i% 
place of lascivious entertainment — usu. used in pi. - li 

flesh wound n (1674) : an injury involving penetration of the body mus- 
culature without damage to bones or internal organs 

fleshy Vflcsh-e\ adj flesh-i-er, -est (1 4c) I a : marked by, consisting 
of, or resembling flesh b : marked by abundant flesh; esp : CORPUi 
lent 2 a : SUCCULENT, pulpy, (the rich ~ texture of a perfectly rip^E 
melon) b : not thin, dry, or membranous (^ fungi) ;-1 

fleshy fruit n (1929) : a fruit (as a berry, drupe, or pome) consisting 
largely of soft succulent tissue 

f letch \flech\ v( [back-formation fr. fletcher] (1635) : feather (~ ah 

arrow) r 
fletcher \'flech-ar\ n f ME fleccher. fr. OF flechier. fr. fleche arrow -2 

more at flechette] ( 14c) : a maker of arrows H 
fleur de coin ^fbrd-a-'kwa^ adj fFdfleur de coin, lit., with the bloom 

of the dte] (ca. 1889) : being in the preserved mint condition 
fleur-de-lis or fteur-de-Jys N.flard-'l-'eV 

.flurd-\ n, pi fleurs-de-lis or fleur-de-lis or 

fleurs-de-fys or fleur-de-Jys Vfl^rd-l-'eXz), 

.flurd-\[ME/7ourxfe/ij; f r . MF j7or^e lis. lit., 

Illy flower] (14c) I : iris 3 2 : a conven- 
tionalized iris in artistic design and heraldry 
fleu-ry Vflu(3)r-e\ adj (alter, of ME flory, fr. 

OF flore. fr. /lor flower — more at flower] 

of a heraldic cross (15c) : having the ends of 

the arms broadening out into the heads of 

fleurs-de-lis — see CROSS illustration 
flew past of FLY 

flews \'fluz\ n pi (origin unknown] (1575) 
: the pendulous lateral parts of a dog's 
lif 



4* 



upper lip — see dog illustration 
•flex Vfleks\ vb [L flexus, pp. of flectere] vt 
(1521) 1 : to bend esp. repeatedly 2 a 
: to move muscles so as to cause flexion of 
(a joint) b : to move or tense (a muscle or fleur-de-lis 2 

muscles) by contraction ~ vi : BEND — flex 

one?s muscles : to demonstrate one's strength (an exaggerated need to 
flex his political muscles —J. P. Lash) 

Jflex n f short for flexible cord] chiefly Brit ( 1 905) : electric cord 
^flex n (ca. 1934) : an act or instance of flexing 

flexible Vflek r s*b?l\ ody.(l5c) 4; capable of being flexed : pliant 2 
: vieldmg to influence :": tractable 3 : ^haracterized^by a ready capa- 
bthty to .adapt tp ^ new, different, or; changing <a ~ foreign 

policy) <~ public transportation) <a ~ schedule) syH see elastic — 
flex-i-biM-ty \,nck-s^*bil-»t^\ n — flexibly Vflek-s^-ble\ adv 
flex-ile \flek-sal, -,sn\ ad; (1633) : flexible 

flex-ton Vflek-shan\ n fL flexion-, flexio, fr. flexus, pp. of flectere) (1656) 
I : the act of flexing or bending 2 : a part bent : bend 3 : INFLEC- 
TION 3 4 a : a bending movement around a joint in a limb (as the 
knee or elbow) thai decreases the angle between the bones of the limb 
at the ioint — compare extension 3b b : a forward raising of the arm 
or leg by a movement at the shoulder or hip joint 

flex-og.ra-phy \flek-'sag-r3-fe\ n flexible + -o- + -graphy] (1954) : a 
process of rotary letterpress printing using flexible plates and fast* 
drying inks — flexo-graph-ic \,flek-s*-'graf-ik\ adj — flexc-graph-i^al- 
ly\-i-k(a-)le\adv 

flex-or Vflek-sar, -,s6(s)r\ n (1615) : a muscle serving to bend a body 
part (as a limb) 

flex-time Vflek-,stim\ n (1973) : a system that allows employees to 
choose iheir own times for starting and finishing work within a broad 
range of available hours 

flex-u-ous Yfleksh-(»-)w3s\ adj [L flexuosus, fr. flexus bend. fr. flexus, 
pp.J { 1 605) I : having turns or windings 2 : lacking rigidity in struc- 
ture or action <its ~ and elastic body) 

flex-ur-al Vflek-sh(3-)r;>l\ adj (1879) 1 : of, relating to. or resulting 
from flexure 2 : characterized by flexure 

flex ure Vflek-sharX n (1592) 1 : the quality or state of being flexed 

: FLEXION 2: TURN. BEND. FOLD 

fley Vfla\ vt (ME flayen, fr. OE aflegan. fr. o\ perfective prefix -f 

-flegan to put to fligh t] Scor (bef. 1 2c) : frighten 
flib-Ber-tt-gib-bet \ flib-srt-c-'jib-atX n [ME flepergebet) (15c) : a silly 

flighty person — flib-ber-ti.gib-bety \-at-e\ ad/ 
flic \fTefc\ n [Fl (1899) : a French policeman 

•flick \ § flik\ n [imit.] (1 5c) 1 ; a light sharp jerky stroke or movement 
2 : a sound produced by a. flick 3 : flicker 1 

'flick vt (1816) 1 a : to strike lightly with a quick sharp motion <~«f 
the horse with a whip) b : to remove with light blows <~ed an ash off 
her sleeve) 2 a : to move or propel with or as if with a flick <~ed her 
hair back over her shoulder) <~ a switch) (~m* cigarette butts into 
the gutter) b :. to activate, deactivate, or change by or as if by flicking 
a switch <~ on a cigarette lighter) (~* off the radio) ~ vi 1 : to go or 
pass quickly, or abruptly <a bird — ed by> <~lng through some papers) 
2 : to direct flicks at something 

'flick n [short for ^flicker] (1926) : movie 

l "^ r Yflik-wV vb flickered; flicMr.ing \-Wrig\ [ME flikeretu fr. 
OEyZiconan] vi.(bef. 1 2c) 1 : to move irregularly or unsteadily : FLUT- 
™ 2 : to burn or shine fitfully or with a fluctuating light 3 : to 
appear briefly ~ « - 1 to cause to flicker 2 ; to produce by flicker- 
ing — flick<r.ing.|y V(*-)nn-le\ adv 7 

^flicker n (1809) : a common large brightly marked woodpecker (Co- 
laptes auratus) of eastern No. America; also : any of several related 
birds of the southern and western U.S. 
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no-mo-thet-ic \-*thet-ik\ qdj (Gk nomothetikos of legislation, fr. noma- 
thetes lawgiver, fr, nomos law -j- -thetes one who establishes, fr. tkhenat 
to put ^- more at DO] (1.658) : relating to. involving, or dealing with 
abstract, general, or universal statements or taws 

-iwwny \n-wnt\ n comb form [ME Hiomfe fr. OF. fr. L -nomia. fr. Gk. 
fr. nemein to distribute — more at NIMBLE] : system of laws governing 
or sum of knowledge regarding a (specified) field <agronomy> 

non- \(*)rian also .nan or Sian before '-stressed syllable, ,nan also ( nan 
be/ore ^stressed or unstressed syllable: the variant with » is also to be 
understood at pronounced entries, where it is not shown \ prefix [ME, fr, 
MF, fr. L non not, fr. OL noenum. fr..ner not + oinom. neut. of oinos 
one — more at NO. one] 1 : not : other than : reverse of : absence of 
2 : of little or no consequence : unimportant : worthless <n cm issues) 
<nonsystem> 3 : lacking the usual esp. positive characteristics of the 
thing specified <no/tcelebration> <no/itheatcr) 



Ron-abra-sire 
non-abrupt 
non-ab-sorb-able 
non-ab-sor-bent 
non -ab-so r p- 1 i ft 
noo-ab-stract 
aoo-aca-dem-ic 
non-ac-cept-oble 
ooo-ac-cep-tance 
noo-ac-ces*si-ble 
non-ac-count-able 
non-ac-cred-it-ed 
non-aocru-al 
nan-achiete-ment 
non-acid 
non-acidic 
- non-ac-quls-i-tiTe 
noa-act-fng 
non-ac-tion 
non-ac-ft-vat-ed 
non-ac-tor 
non-adap-tive 
oon-ad-dict 
nan-ad-dict-ing 
non-ad-be-sire 
oon-adi-a-bat-ic 
non-ad-ja-cent 
non-ad-just-able 
non-admir-er 
non-ad-mis-sioo 
non-ad-o-les-cent 
ooo-aes-<het-ic . 
non-ai-fil-i-at-ed 
non. ai -fluent 
non- AM -can 
non-ag-gres-sian 
oon-ag-gres-sire 
non-ag-ri-cultur-al 
non-ai-co-hol-ic 
non-al-ler-gen-tc 
oon-al-Ier-gic 
non-al-pha-bet-ic 
non-am-big-u-ous 
noo-ana-lyt-ic 
non-an-a-tom-tc 
non-an-i-mal 



n-tag-o-nis-tic 
non-an-thro-po-log-i-caJ 
non-an-<hro-pol-o-gist 
non-an-ti-bi-ot-ie 
non-antigen 
oon.ftn.ti-gen.ic 
non-ap-pear-ance 
non-aquat-ic 
non-aque-ous 
non-ar-a-ble 
non-ar-bi-trari-ness 
non-ar-bi-trary 
oon-ar-chitect 
oon-ar-chi-tec-ture 
non-ar-gu-ment 
non-aristo-crat-ic 
noo-tr-o-mat-ic 
non-art 
non-artist 
nofl.ftj--tis.tic 

non-aS-Cet-K 

non-as-ser-tive 

non-as-so-cl-at-cd 

non-as-tro-nom-i-cal 

ooo-ath-lete 

Ron-ath-let-ic 

nofl-atom-lc 

oon-at-tached 

non-at-tach-ment 

noa-a (-ten-dance 

non-at-tend-er 

aon-at-ten-tiTe 

noo-au-dUo-ry 

flon-au-thor 

ROR-ap-rhor-i-tar-i-an 

aoa-au-thor-l-ta-tlTe 

non-ata-to-mat-cd 

noo«aiHto-oiat'lc - 

non-au-to-rao-Ure 

noo-aa-ton-o-mous 

oon-aTin-ablW-ty 



non-bac-te-ri-al 
Boa*bal«lis«tlc' 
oon-bar-bi-tu-rate 
non-ba-sic 
non-bear-ing 
non-be-havHor-al 
non-be-Jng 
non-be-Iief 
non-be-lieY-er 
non-beMIg-cr-en-cy 
non-bel-lig-er-ent 
non-bet-tlng 
non-bib-lio-graph-ic 
non-bi-na-ry 
non-binding 
non-fcio-de-grad-able 
non-bio-graph-i-cat 
non-bi-o-log-i-cal 
non-bi-ol-o-gist 
non-bit-ing 
non-black 
non -body 
non-bond-cd 
non-bond-ing 
non-bot-a-nist 
non -brand 
non-break-able 
non-breed-er 
noo-breed-ing 
non-broad-cast 
non-building 
non-buro-able 
non-buy-ing 
non-caW-aet 
non-cak-ing 
. non-ca!l-abte 
non-cam-pus 
non-can-ccl-abk 
floo-cao<er-ous 
non-can-nt.baMs.tic 
non-cap-4-tal 
non-cap-i-tal-tst 
non-car-ein-o-gen 
non-car-ci-no-gtn-ic 
non-car -di-ac 
non-ca-rcer 
non-car-ri-er 
noncash 
non-ca-su-ot 
non-Cath-o-lic 
non-caus-al 
non-cel-ebra-tion 
non-cellular 
non-cct-lu-los-ic 
non-Celtic 
non-cen-tral 
non-cer-tif-i-cat-cd 
noo-cer-ti-fied 
non-chal-lenging 
oon-char-ac-ter 
non-char-is-maMc 
non-chaa-rin-ist 
non-chem-i-cal 
oon-cho-sen 
non-Christian ■* 
noo-chro-no-log-i-cal 
non-church 
non-church-go-er 
non-dr-cu-lar 
noa-cir-cu-lat-ing 
non-cit-l-zen 
oon-cUn-des-tinc 
noo-dasj 
noa-c(aj-$(<aJ 
non-classified 
non-class-room 
non-cleH-cal 
noh<Hog 
oofl<I(R*l<al 
non -clog-glng 
non<o>er<tre 
noo<og*ni<tlT« 
non-co-her-ent 
non-co-tiw:l-denc« 
tiofl<o*itaJ 
noiMS)k<liis 
non-coMector 
non<ol'lege 



noo<aMe-giate 

Ron<oMin<ear 

noq<otor 

non-colored 

nofl-col-or-fast 

Ron<cqrn*bat 

non-cora-bus-ti-bte 

non<om mer<ia( 

non<onnnit-raent 

non<om-mi(-ted 

ooo-com.mu.oi-cat-ing 

oon<om>mu.ni-ca.tion 

Ron<om>Riu«Ri<a<tive 

non<om-mu^i-ty 

□on-ctjm-fnuta-tire 

noR-coRvma-f a*ti v-ity 

ROR<om«pa<ra*bi!-i-ty 

aon<om-pa-ra*ble 

non-com^at-i^jle 

non<com.pe*H«tion 

non-com-p* t n-t i ve 

aon-com-ptt-i-tor 

noacom-ple-mentary 

noR<om.plex 

non-coRi-pli-ance 

notwrO(n-pii<at-«J 

non-comply.ing 

non<om-pos-*r 

non-com-pound 

non-com •pre-hen-sion 

non-com-press-ible 

non-com-put-er 

Ron<oa<ep-tu-at 

non^roa<em 

nOR-cofl<tu'Ston 

non-con-cla-siTe 

R0R<on-cur<cnt 

oon-con^ens-abte 

non<OR-di'tioned 

non-con ^Juct-ing 

non-con -duc-tton 

non-con-duC'tire 

non-con-fer-ence 

non-con-fi-dencc 

non-coR-(i-den.tial 

non<on-fltct-ing 

non<on.fron-U-ti'on 

non-con-fron-ta-tion-al 

nOR<on.gra*cflt 

non<on.ju-gat-<d 

ROn-con.oec*tion 

R0R<0R4Ci0US 

non-con-sec-o-tivc 

non-con-sen-su-ai 

non-con-ser-va-tion 

oon<on<ser.va.five 

non-coa-sol*i-da t^d 

non<on-stant 

non<on-sti-tu-tion-al 

non-con-struc-tion 

non-con-stmc-tive 

non-con-sum-er 

non<oo.sum-Jng 

non -con-sum p-t ion 

non<on^um p-ti ve 

noR-coo<tact 

non-con.ta-gious 

noR<oR.tem-po-rary . 

non<on-tig-u-ous 

non-con.tinm-ous 

non-con<tract 

noR<on4rac4u<al 

oon-con-tra-dic-tion .. 

non-con-tra-dic-to-ry . 

non-con-trib-u t-ing 

non-coo.trib-u.to-ry 

non-con-trollable 

non-con-trolled 

aon<on4roM(ng 

ooR<on*tro<rer<siai 

aon<OR-ven*tjon*al 

aoR*coR>vert4ble 

rion*co-plfl*oar 

non-cor«pc-rite . 

oon<pr>re4a<Hon 

oon<0f^od4ng 



oon<OT-cr«ge 

non<rc>atfvc 

ooo«cre-atiT4-ty 

ROQ'Crime 

oon-crim-I-oal - 

Ron<rl«sis 

non-crit-i-caJ 

a on -crush-able 

non<rys4al«tioe 

ROR-cal-tl-rat-ed, 

oofl-cul-tl-ra-tioo 

ooo-caktur.aJ 

oon-cR-mu-la-tiTc 

oon<ur*rent 

aon<ttS*tom-er 

non-cy-clic . 

non<y<li<al 

non-dance 

non-danc<r 

Don-de-cep-tiTe 

non^e-cl-siofl 

floo-de-creas-ing 

HOR<de-duc*tire 



aon^n-torce-ability 

oon-€R<t orce«ablc 

Qoa*en«force*ment 

non^R.gigc-aient 

ooo-en^i<neer.ing . 

non-eo-ter-Uin-menl 

Roa<eR-zy«mat>ic 

non-cnzy^nlc 

non-equMibHimm 

non^qulv-alence 

non-equlr-a-lent 

non-erot-ic 

non-es-sential 

oon-es-Ub-lished 

oon-es-teb.Ush.ment 

non-cs-ter-Mied 

oon-eth-i-cal 

non<th-ntc 



oonhos-pi-taliied 

Roa«hos*t(le ■ . 

non<hu-man 

non-hyster.i<a! 

noo-ide-al 

non-lden-tUy ' 

nonideo-log.|<al 
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RQd-d^fono^nj 



non-de^grad-able 
non-de-grec 
ROR-del<<gate 
non-de-lib-er-ate 
non-de-tin-quent 
non-de-liT-ery 
ROR-deMnand'ing 
non-demo-c rat-ic 
non-de-nonvMia-tioh-al 
non-de-nonvi-na-tion-al 
non-de-part-men-<at 
oon-de^en-deflt 
non-de-plet-ab!e 
non-de-plet-ing 
non-de-po-si-tion 
noo-de-rir-e-tire 
ROR-de>scrtp»tire 
non-de-seii 
flOO-dc-t«r.mfa-is-tic 
non-de-rel-op-ment 
non-de-Ti-ant 
non-di-a-bet-ic 
non-di-a lyt-able 
noo-dt-dac-Uc 
ROR<dti-tus4ble 
non-di-mcn-5ion-«l 
non-dip- to-mat-ic 
non-di-*-ect-ed 
non-di-rec-tion-al 
non-dts-abied 
nom-dts<lo-$ure 
non-dis-count 
non-dis-count-able 
non-dis-cre-tio«-ary 
non-dis-crim-i.na-tion 
oon-dis-crim-i-na-to-ry 
non-dis-cur-sive 
non-dts-p«f-siYe 
non-dis-rup-tire 
non-dt-ver-si-ficd 
non-doc-tor 
non^ioc-tri-naire 
non-doc -u-men-ta-ry 
non-dog-mat-ic 
non-dollar 
non-do-mes-tic 
non-dom-i-nant 
non-dramatic 
non-driv-er 
non-drug 
non-du-ra-ble 
non-carn-ing 
non^c-cle«si-as-tI-cal 
Ron-econ-o-mist 
non-cd-i-bte 
non-edi-to-ri-al 
non-«d-o<ation 
oon-cd-u-ca-tion-al 
flon-eMec<Cive 
non-elas-tic 
oon^lect-cd 
non^lec-tion 
non-elec^iye 
oon-eleotric 
non-elec«tri<al 
non-elec-tron-ic . 
Ron<eI-e>men'ta*ry 
twn-cM-gi-ble 
ooo-elite 



non-emo-tion-al 

ooo-cm^bat-ic 

oon«en>plr4<al 

fion-em-ploy-ee 

non-tm-ploy-ment 

noo-erap-ty 

non-en-cap-su- 1 at -cd . 



non-eri-dence 
oan-ex<hange-able 
non-cx^cHi-tive 
non -exempt 
non^x-is-ten-tial 
non-ex^>end-able 
non^x-per-i-men-tal 
non-cx-pert 
non^x-plan-a-to-ry 
non-exptoUation 
oon-ex-ptoit-ative 
non-ex-ploit-ire 
non-ex-plo-sire 
non-ex-posed 
non-ex-tant 
non-fact 
•ism non-fac-tu-al 
non-facml-ty 
non-fading 

noR*fam-My 

non-tan 

non-farm 

non-farm-er 

oon-fa-taJ 

non-fat-ten-ing 

non-fat-ty 

ROR-ted-er-al 

non-fed -er-at-cd 

noo-fil-B-men-tous 

non-fil-ter-able 

noo-fi-naJ 

non-fi-nao-cial 

non*fi-aite " . 

nOR-fis-sion-oble 

non-flu-o-res-cent 

noa-fiu-o-n-dat-cd 

non-fly-iag 

non-food 

non-for-feit-able 

Ronrtor-lei-ture 

non-for-mal 

noR.fos-sil 

non-frat-erKii-ta-tton 

non-freez-ing 

ROR.fuel 

non-ful-fill-ment 

non-turic-tion-al 

non-fupc-tion-ing 

non-game 

non-gas-eous 

non-gay - 

non-gen -er-ic 

non-ge-net-ic 

non.gen-t.ta I 

noo-geo-met-ri-cal 

non-ghet-to 

oon.glam^)r*ous 

non-glare 

nOR-gov«crn>mcHt 

no n<go ?-em-me n-t al 

Ron^grad-ed 

non.grad-u-ate 

non-gram-mat-i<al 

Ron-granular 

non-greasy 

non-gre-gar-i-ous 

non-grow-ing 

non-growth 1 

non.hand-J-cappcd 

oon-hap-pen-ing 

oon*har4y .. . 

Roa4iar«mon«k 

non-hax-ard-ous 

non4ieme 

non-he-mo-lyt-ic 

non-he-red-l-tary 

non-hi-er-ir-chf-cal 

non-His-pan-Ic 

Ron*his*tor4-eaI 

non-home 

non-ho-mo*ge>neous 
non-ho-mol-o-gous 
non-ho-mo-sexm-al 
. non-hortnon-al 
non-hos-pf-tftl 



non-fm-i-ta-tirt 
ROfl^m-mi-grant 
non^ra-mune 
non-im-pad 
non-im-pli-ca-tiod 
non-im-por-ta-tion 
noR<in<tu«sIoo 
non-in-creas-ing 
noo-in-cum-bent 
oon-tQKle-pen-dence 
non-In-di-an 
noR-lRHjig-e-flous 
non-tn-dl'Vid-uml 
■ noR-Ifl-do— Eu-ro-pe-aa 
non-in-dus-tri-al 
t* non-in^lus-trf-al-ira-tion ■ 
oon-in-dus-tri-al-ized 
noo-in-dus-try 
non-in fect-ed : 
non-in-fec-tious 
non-ia-frc-tire •' 
non^n-fest-ed 
non-in-flam-ma-ble 
■"' non-in-flam-ma-to-ry 
noo-in-fla-tion-ary "'• 
non-Jn-tlet-tioo-a! 
non-in-flu-ence 
non-in-for-ma-tion 
non-ini-tial _ 
non-ini-ti-ate 
non-in-ju-ry 
non-in-sec-ti<idal ■ 
nonin-suN-menl < 
flOfl-in-sei'tU'tiofl-al • 
non-in-sti-tu-tion-al-iwd 
non-in-struc-tion-al 
non-in-sured ' 
Ron-iR-te-gral 
nOn-in-te-grat-ed 
non-in-tel-tec-tu-aJ 
noh-io-ter-act-ing : 
non-in-ter'-course 
non-in-ter-fer-ence 
non-ln-ter-scct-ing 
aoo-in-tox-i-cant 
non-in-tor-i<at-ing 
non-tn-tro-site 
non-ion-ii-ing 
non-iron - 
non-ir-ra-di-at-ed 
non-ir-ri^gat-ed 
nonir-ri-tant 
non-ir^-i-tat-ing 
non-is-sue 
non-Jew 
Ron-Jew-ish 
non-joia-er 
non-ju-di<ial 
non-ju-ry 
non-ko-shex 
non-lan.guage 
non-lawyer 
non-tead-ed 
non -league 
non-le-gal 
non-le-gume 
non-le-gu-mi-noos " 
noMc-thaJ 
non-lex^-cal 
non-1 t-brar-i-an 
non-ii-brary 
non-fife 
non-tin-eal 
non -Ungear 
non-lin^ar-ity 
non-liq-uid 
non-lit-er-ary 
non-U v-Ing 
non-lo-cal 
non-log-l<al 
non-lu-rol-nous 
non-ma gnet-ic 
non- ma -J or 
oon-ma-ltg-nant ; 
oonmal-leable 
non-man-age-ment ' 
non-man «a-ge-ri-al ■*"■;' 
non-man -u-at 
non-man-u-fac-tur-iflg 
non-mi r-i- tat .•.''*.. 
non market 

noo-Marx-iSt '* ; "*'.""' 

i-te-H-fllis-tic! 
tth^maW^iif 
non-mea-snr-abte 
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1016 right on • ringer 

: the area over which a right-of-way exists b : the strip of land over 
which is built a public road c : the land occupied by a railroad esp. 
for its main line d : the land used by a public utility (as for a trans- 
mission line) 3 a : a precedence in passing accorded to one vehicle 
over another by custom, decision, or statute b : the right of traffic to 
take precedence c : the right to take precedence over others (gave the 
bill tne ~ in the Senate) . M 

right on adj (1 970) 1 : exactly correct — . often used interjectionally to 
express agreement 2 usu right-on : attuned to the spirit of the tunes 

Rieht Reverend (1 5c) — used as a title for high ecclesiastical officials 

right shoulder arms n (ca. 1902) : a position in the manual of arms in 
which the butt of the rifle is held in the right hand with the barrel rest- 
ing on the right shoulder; also : a command to assume this position 

rigfiMo^ife Vr1t-to-U\ adj (1972) : opposed to abortion - nght-to- 

ri^hMo^oHc adj (1949) : opposing or banning the closed shop and the 
union shop . . , . . . , , 

right triangle n(ca. 1924): a triangle having a right angle 

right-ward \Vit-ward\ adj (1 825) : heing toward or on the right , . 

right whale n (1725) : any of a family (Balaenidae) of whalebone whales 
having very long baleen, a large head on a stocky body, a smooth 
throat, and short, broad, rounded flippers 




'rime Vrlm\ n [ME rim. fr. OE hrint; akin to ON hrim frost. UtvM 
™in«c^]W. 123 1 : frost ic 2 : an acc^ulation of ar^Si 
lar ice tufts on the windward sides of exposed objects that is fori 



from supercooled fog or cloud and built out directly against the ^ 

3 : crust, incrustation (a ~ of snow) ' ' * 

Wine vt rimed: rinving (ca. 1755) : to cover with or as if with nme 
irime, rimer, nmester vat o/RHYME. ^/m^ rhymester 
rinvfire \'rim-jKa)A adj, of a cartridge (1868) : having the pnming 
distributed in the rim of the shell — rtmfire n m J>* 
rim-land Vrim-,lahd\ n (1944) i a region on the periphery of the heaH- 

rimmed Vrimd\ adj (1729) : having a rim — usu. used in combination 

Wufe™ or ovcHyjng 
resistant rock of a plateau that outcrops to form a vertical face 2 :*rje 
edge or face of a rimrock outcrop ; ... ' 

rimy Yri-me\ adj rinvi-er; -est (OE hrimig, fr. /mm] (bef. 1 2c) : covered 

rind \|rind;-rInwJfME. fr. OE* akin to OHO rinda bark. OE rendan to 
rend] (bef. 12c) 1 : the bark of a tree 2 : a usu. hard or tough outer 

* j j i \ — rind«ed \-sd\ adj 

' cattle + pest pestilence; 
ile disease esp, of cattle 
inflammation of mucous 



layer: PEEL, crust (grated lemon 
rin-der-pest 

fr. " 



r . 

k 



right whale 

right wing n (1905) 1 : the rightist division of a group or party 2 
: right 8 — right— wing-er \(*)rit-*win-ar\ n '._ .. . m 

ric.idVrij-sdVad'f [MFor L; MF rigide. fr. L ngidus. fr. ngere to be stiff] 
(1538) 1 a : deficient in or devoid of flexibility; <~ pnee controls) <a 
~ bar of metal) b : appearing stiff and unyielding <his:^;rs> .with 
pairi) 2 b i inflexibly set in opinion b : stnetly observed (adheres 
to a — schedule) 3 : firmly inflexible rather than lax or indulgent (a 
~ disciplinarian) 4 : precise and accurate in procedure (~ control oj 
the manufacturing process) 5 a: having the gas containers enclosed 
within compartments of a fixed fabric-covered framework Ca — air- 
ship) b : having the outer shape maintained by a fixed framework — 
rie-hwy adv — ng-id«ness n 

syn rigid, rigorous, strict, stringent mean extremely severe or stern. 
RIGID implies uncompromising inflexibility; RIGOROUS implies the 
imposition of hardship and difficulty; STRICT emphasizes un deviating 
conformity to rules, standards, or requirements; STRINGENT suggests 
restrictions or limitations that curb or coerce, syn see in addition 

riSdlfy V^'jid-s-M vb -tied; -fy-ing vt (1842) : to make rigid ~ vi 

- to become rigid — ri-gid-i-h-ca-aon VJ'd-^-fa- ka-shan\ n 
rigid-i-ty Xre-'jid-at-eX n. pi -ties ( 1 624) I : the quality or state of being 

rigid 2 : one that is rigid (as in form or conduct) 

rig-ma-role Vrig:-(a-)m3-.rdl\ n (alter, of obs. ragman roll (long list, cata- 
log)] (ca. 1736) I : confused or meaningless talk 2 : a complex and 
ritualistic procedure . « „ r, 

rig-or Vrig-ar\ n [ME rigour, fr. MF rigueur. fr. L rigor, lit., stiffness, fr 
ngere to be stiff; akin to L regere to lead straight — more at RIGHT] 
(i4c) 1 a (I) : harsh inflexibility in opinion, temper, or judgment 

- severity (2) : the quality of being unyielding or inflexible : strict- 
ness (3) : severity of life : austerity b : an act or instance of strict- 
ness, severity, or cruelty 2 : a tremor caused by a chill 3 : a condi- 
tion that makes life difficult, challenging, or uncomfortable; esp 
: extiemitv of cold 4 : strict precision : EXACTNESS (logical y) 5 a 
obs : rigidity, stiffness b : rigidness or torpor of organs or tissue that 
prevents response to stimuli ...... • , 

ng-or-ism \'ng-3-,riz-3m\ n (1704) : nudity in principle or practice — 
rig^r.ist\-3-rwt\n or adj — rie^r.k : tic \,ng-> ns-«k\ ady ■ 

rig5>r mor-tis Vrig-ar^mort-os also chiefly Bnt ,n-.go(*)r-\ n (NL, stiff- 
ness of death] (1839) : temporary rigidity of muscles occurring after 
death . . e 

rifror-ous Vrig-(o-)ras\ adj (14c) 1 : manifesting, exercising, or favor- 
ing rigor : very strict 2 a : marked by extremes of temperature or 
climate b: HA.RSH. severe 3: scrupulously accurate : precise syn 
see rigid — rig^>r .ous.lv adv — rig^r^us-ness n 

rig*our chiefly Brit varo/ RIGOR . t 

Rncs-mal or Riks«inaal Vrik-.smdl, 'rck-\ n fNorw, fr. nk kingdom (akin 
to OE rice kingdom) + mi? speech, fr. ON mat — more at rich. MAiLJ 

rile Vr?(a)!\ ! wriled; L ril.ing [alter, of roif] (1825) 1 : to make agitated 

and angry : upset 2 : ROIL I 
riUy Vri-le\ad/(1805) 1 :. turbid 2 : angry m 
SlU VnlV h ID w or LG rilte; akin to OE rith rivulet] (1538) : a very 

small brook 

'HI! vf (1610): to flow like a rill 

*rUl \'ril\ or rille Vril. 'ril-A ." [O rille. lit., channel made by a small 
stream, fr. LG, rill] (1868) : any of several long narrow valleys on the 
moon's surface 

rill-et \'ri1-3t\ n (1538): a little rill . . ■ . Wl -. - 

»rira Vrim\ n [ME fr. OE rima: akin to ON nmi stnp of land] (1 5c) 1 
a : the outer part of a wheel joined to the hub usu. by spokes b : a 
removable outer metal band on an automobile wheel to Which the tire 
is attached 2 a: the outer often curved or circular edge or border of 
something b: brink 3 : frame 3d( 1) — rinvless Y*l*s\ adj . 
Vim v6 rimmed; rim-ming vt (1794) 1 : to serve as a nm for : *okd£k 
<clirfs rirrrming the camp) 2 : to run around the nm of <putts that ~ 
the cup> vi : to form or show a rim 



•deepest Vrin-d3r-,pest\ n [G. fr. nrider.pl., cattle + f 
L pestis] (1865) : an acute infectious febnle disease 
used by a virus and marked by diphtheritic inflammati 

fr. OE hring: akin to OHG bring ring. L cttrvus 
:rown] (bef- 12c) I : a circular band for holding, 
5, pulling, packing, or sealing <a key — > <a towel 



membranes 
•ring Vrirj\ n [ME, 
curved — more at CROWNj 

connecting, hanging, pulling, packing, „ a^'m-'- i .„ 

«~> 2 : a circlet usu. of precious metal worn on the finger J a 
circular line, figure, or object (smoke — > b : ac i encircling arrange- 
ment <a ~ of suburbs) c : a circular or spiral course — "often used m 
pi. in the phrase run rings around 4 a TO : an often circular spa<* 
esp. for exhibitions or competitions; esp : such a space at a circus \2) 
i a structure containing such a ring b : a square enclosure in which 
boxers or wrestlers contest S : one of the concentric bands usu bcr 
lieved to be composed of meteoric fragments revolving around a planet 
(as Saturn) 6: annual ring 7 a: an exclusive combination of per- 
sons for a selfish and often corrupt purpose (as to control a markeU <a 
wheat ~> b : GANG 8 : the field of a political contest : race 9 
: food in the shape of a circle 10 : an arrangement of atoms repre r 
sented in formulas or models in a cyclic manner as a closed chain ~ 
called also cycle 11 : a set of mathematical elements that is closed 
under two binary operations of which the first forms a commutative 
group with the set and the second is associative over the set and is dis- 
tributive with respect to the first operation 12 pi a : a pair of usu: 
rubber^covered metal rings suspended from a ceiling pr crossbar Id a 
height of approximately eight feet above the floor and used for hang- 
ing; swinging, and balancing feats in gymnastics b : an event in gym- 
nastics competition in which the rings are used 13 : 2 BOXING (ended 
his ~ career) — ring. I ike Vrin-,lfk\ adj 

'ring vb ringed; ringing Vrin-in\ vt 05c) 1': to place or form a. ring 
around : ENCIRCLE (police — ed the building) 2 : to prov.de with a 
ring 3 : GIRDLE 3 4 : to throw a ringer over (the peg) in a game t.as 
horseshoes or quoits) ~ vi 1 a : to move in a nng b: to rise m tne 



nngen. fr. OE 
(bef. 12c) 



air spirally 2 : to form or take the shape of a nng 
*ring vb rang \Yan\; rung \V»n\; ringing \ nn-ii^X (ME nng< 
hringan: akin to MD ringen to ring, .Uth krankti to croak] w 
1 : to sound resonantly or sonorously (the doorbell rangy (cheers rang 
out) 2 a : to be filled with a reverberating sound : RESOUND (the 
halls rang with laughter) b : to have the sensation of being filled with 
a humming sound (his ears rang) 3 : to cause something to_naq <~ 



a humming sound (his ears rang) 3 : to cause someuiing w nns \ ~ 
for the waitress) 4 a : to be fifled with talk or report (the whole land 
rang with his fame) b : to have great renown c : to sound repeti- 
tiously (their praise rang in his ears) S : to have a sound or character 
expressive of some quality (a story that ~s true) 6 chiefly Bnt : to 
make a telephone cafl — usu. used with up ~ vt 1 : to cause to ^sound 
esp. by striking 2 : to make (a sound) by or as if by ringing a bell i 
: to announce by or as if by ringing 4 : to repeal often, loudly, or 
earnestly 5 a : to summon esp by bell b chiefly Bnt : J^-^^^l 
— usu. used with up — ring a bell : to arouse a response (that name 
rings a belt) — ring down the curtain : to conclude a performance or an 
action — ring the changes or ring changes : to run ihrough the range 
of possible variations — ring up the curtain : to begin a performance 
or an action , . . M 

•ring n (1549) 1 : a set of bells 2 : a clear resonant sound made by or 
resembling that made by vibrating metal 3 : resonant tone : SONOR- 
ITY 4 : a loud sound continued; repeated, or reverberated 5 : a sound 
or character expressive of some particular quality (the sermon had a 
familiar ~> 6 a : the act or an instance of nnging b : a telephone 
call (give me a ^ in the morning) _ . .. * .»^i*r 

ring-a-lle-vo Virj-a-'le-QvoV or ring-fl-ie-rio \-ve-,q\ n lalter. of eart^ 
ring relievo, ft. 'nng + refievej (ca. 1901): a game in which players ^n 
one team are given time to hide and are then sought outty members ot 
the other team who try to capture them, keep them in a place of con- 
finement, and keep them from being released by their teammates^ 
ring-around-a-rosy Vrin-»- l raun-db-Vd-ie\ or ring^ound-the^osy 
V,raun(d)-th^\ n (1883): a children's singing game in which players 
dance around in a circle and at a given signal squat — called alsp ring* 
a -rosy . *■ '/' : V • 

ring*barkVrin-,bark\ vf(1892) : GIRDLE 3*- . 

ring binder n (ca. 1929) : a loose-leaf binder in which split metal rings 
attached to a metal back hold the perforated sheets of paper 

ring-bolt Vrin-.boltV n (1626) : an eyebolt with a nng through its eye . 

ring-bone V,b6n\ n (1523) : an exostosis on the pastern bones of the 
horse usu. producing lameness 

ring dance n (1600): round dance 1 . 

rinl^love yri9-,d*v\ n (| 5 38) l : a common European pigeon i (C> 

•/umbfl palumbus). with a whitish patch on each side of the neck and 

wings edged with white 2 : a small dove (Streptopelia nsona) of south 

eastern Europe and Asia 1 ■ .. :. t 

ringed Vriqd\ adj (14c) 1 : encircled or marked with or as if with rings 

2 : composed or formed of rings . , . , ■,,./*) 

«ring-erVrin-»An05c) 1 : One that sounds esp. by ringing 1 • J V 

: one that enters a competition under false representations (2) . im- 



1 ? postor. fake 
with dead Qit* 
iringcr n(1863) 
horseshoe that 
Ringer's soluti 
Ringer \\9\0 
that contains • 
phosphate ion: 
* medium esse 
ring finger n 0 
forefinger astl 
ring'git Vrirj-gn 
ring'ine \ nij-iq 
baritone) 2 : 
of immorality. 
ring«lead-er \r 
engaged esp. i 
ring let Vrin-la 
long curl of h: 
ring-mas ter \ i 
a nng (as of a 
ring-neck V.ne 
ring-necked \ 
ring of colon 
ring-necked d 
the male of * 
black back, a 
of the wings 
ring-necked p 
ous pheasan 
have been * 
regions as fu 
of or hybnd: 
mon Old ^ 
chicus) 
ring-po-rous 
: having ve; 
larger in cr 
with a resul 
between the 
the previou 
POROUS 
'ring-side \'r 
just outside 
occurs 2 : 
have a close 
Ringside adj 
~seat> 
ring spot n 0 
consisting 
erotic, oftei 
disease of * 
tcrislic lesic 
ring-straked 
stripes 

ringtail V,t« 
ring-tailed > 
differing c< 
circle (a ~ 
ring-taw \-.l 
in a circle < 
objeci bein 
ring-toss V, 
ring so tha 
ring up v-ffl 
tcFl(l957) 

: ACHIEVE 

ring-worm 
th« skin, 1 
and chara 
are covere 
rink \Vii)k x 
renc place 
marked o 
skating; a 
roller -skat 
curling 
rinky-ainV 

FASHIONE1 

trinse \*rir 
rincer, fr. 
(14c) 1 
with out 
washing) 
(dirt or ir 
^inse n ( 1 
rinsing 1 
rins ing n 
has been 
rio-ja \re- 
Spain; es, 
'ri-ot Vri- 
behavior 
disturbai 
der b: 
the publ 
acting u 
(the woe 
comedy 
J riot vi(l 
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whole in 



1070 seminary • senatorial district 

seminary Vsem-*-.ner-£\ n, p/ -nar.ies [ME, ^ seedbed, nursery, semi- 
nary, fr. L seminanum. fr, «min-, semen seed] (15c) i : an environ- 
ment in which something originates and from which it is propagated <a 
~ of vice and crime) 2 a : an institution of secondary or higher 
education; esp : an academy for girls b : an institution for the train- 
ing of candidates for the priesthood, ministry, or rabbinate. _ 

sem^|.natu.ral\ 4 sem-i- , nach-(^)r3l, i s<OT.Ma^(ca. 1962) : modified by 
human influence but. retaining many natural features <~ temperate 
meadows) . . - „ ■* j . c 

sem-i-nif^r^us \,sem-3-*nif-(*-)ras\ adj [L semm-. semen seed + fc 
-i/eroui] (1692) : producing or bearing seed or semen /■ 

seminiferous tubule n (I860) : any of the coiled threadlike tubules thai 
make up the bulk of the testis arid are lined with a germinal epithelium 
from which the spermatozoa are produced " . 

Senvi-nole Vscm-3-,n6l\ n. p/ Seminoles or Seminole [Creek stmalo-ni. 
simano-li. lit., wild. fr. AmerSp cimarroft] (W89) : a member of an 
American Indian people of Florida c 

semUno-mad \,sem-i-*no- 1 mad. ,sem-,f-\ n (ca. 1934) :. a member of a 
people living usu. in portable or temporary dwellings and practicing 
seasonal migration, but having a base camp at which some crops are 
cultivated — semi-no-mad-ic Vnd-'mad-ik\ cd; 

semi-nude \-*n(y)iid\ adj (1849) : partially nude — semi nu^i-ty 

sem^f.f&?ai C 'is^m-e-»-Tish-3l. .senv,i-\ adj <1806) : having some offi- 
cial authority or standing — semi-of-fi-cial-ly V*fish-(a-)le\ adv 

se.mi-ot.o.gy V u se^me- , al-*-je. .sem-e-. ,se-,mi-\ n [Gk semeion sign J (ca: 
1890) : the study of signs; esp : semiotjc -- sc-mho-log-i-cal \Use-.m»- 
*-'laj-i-k*l\ adj — se-mWlog-i-cal-ly V^ , la J -i-k( 3 -)le\ adv — semi-ol-o- 
gist V'al-a-jastV n , 

semi-opaque ^sem-e-o-'pak. .sem-JA adj (1691) : nearly opaque 

semio-sis \,se-me-'d-S3S, ,sem-e-, .se-.mtA n [NL, fr. Gk semewsisobser- 
vation of signs, fr. semeioun to observe signs, fr. semeton] (ca. 1907; : a 
process in which something functions as a sign to an organism 

se-mi-ot-ic V*at-ik\ or se-mfotics \-iks\ «. p/ semiotics [Gk semetotikos 
observant of signs, fr. iemeiousr/iai to interpret signs, fr. semeton sign, 
akin to Gk sema sign — more at semantic] (1938) : a general philo- 
sophical theory of signs and symbols that deals esp. with their function 
in both artificially constructed and natural languages and comprises 
syntactics, semantics, and pragmatics — semiotic adj — se*mi<o*b<iaii 
V*-'tish-3n\rt — se-mi-ot-i-cist \- f at-*-sast\ n .. /11fl0 

semi-pal-mat-ed V.sem-i-Valynat-ad. .sem-.i-, -'pa(l)m-,at-\ ad} C 1 785> 
: having the anterior toes joined only part way down with a web <a 

se^pana^ ad) (1878) : of. relating to. or being a 

parasitic plant that contains some chlorophyll and is capable of photo- 

semi-pet^ma.nent Vparm-WnantX adj (ca. 1890) : lasting or intended 

to last for a long time but not permanent 
semi.per.me.able Vpar-me-a-balX adj (1888) : partially but not freely or 

wholly permeable; specif: permeable to some usu. small molecules but 
' not to other usu. larger particles (a ~ membrane) — semLper-me-abil- 

i«ty V.psr-me-a-'bil-at-eV n - • . , • 

semi po.lit.iK:al Vp3-*lit-i-kal\ adj (1857) : of. relating to. or involvmg 

some political features or activity 

semipop-ular Vp'ap-ya-laA adj (l 899) : somewhat popular 

semipor-celain V'p6r-s(a-)bn. -'pdrA n (1880) : any of several ceramic 
wares resembling or imitative of porcelain; esp : a relatively hign-nred 
and hard-glazed white earthenware widely used for tableware 

senri-por-no-grapMc \-«p6r-n^'graf-ik\ adj (1964) : somewhat porno- 
graphic — semi-por-nog-ra-phy \-p6r-'nag-r3-fc\ n -• 

semi-post-al \,sem-i-'pos-l 9 l, ,sem-,i-\ n (1927) : a postage stamp sold at 
a premium over its postal value esp. for a humanitarian purpose 

semi«pre^ious \-'pr«hos\ adj. of a gemstone (ca. 1890) : of less com- 
mercial value than a precious stone . 

semi-pri-vate \-'pri-v 3 t\ adj (ca. 1925) : of, receiving, or associated with 
hospital service giving a paticnl more privileges than a ward patient 
but fewer than a private patient 

scmi-nro Vsem-i-.pro. 'sem-,1 -\ adi or n (1908) = SEMI PROFESSION a L 

l semi-pro-fes.sion.al Vsem-i-pra-lesh-nsl, -?n-1, ,sem- 1 i-\ adj U89/J l 
: engaging in an activity for pay or gain but not as a full-time occupa- 
tion 2 : engaged in by semi professional players <~ baseball) — semi- 
pro-fes-sion-aMy \-e\ adv . 

*semiprofessional n (ca. 1897) : one who engages in an activity (as a 
sport) semiprofessfonally 

semipublic \.sem-i-'p3b-lik. .sem-.I-\ adj (1804) 1 : open to some 
persons outside the regular constituency 2 : having some features or a 
public institution; sp«ci/ : maintained as a public service by a private 
nonprofit organization ' 

semiquantitative Vkwa,i(t)-9-,tat-iv\ adj (ca. 1927) : constituting or 
involving less than quantitative precision — semi^uan.ti«ta.tive.|y adv 
semi.qua.ver Vsem-i-.kwa-var, 'sem-.iA n (1 576) : SIXTEENTH note 
seml.re.li-gious \-ri 1ij-as\ fld/(1864) : somewhat religious in character 
semiretired \-n-'ti(3)rd\ adj (mi) : working only part-time esp. be- 
cause of aee or ill health ^ ,. . - 
semi-rctircment Vti(;>)r-m;»nt\ n (1923) : the state or condition of 
being semiretired 



semi4ya*thet4c Vs»n-thet-ik\ adj (1937) 1 :.pjrodiwed by chenji«| 
alteration of a natural starting material peniaUms) 2 : oofiCajgidg 



semi.rur.al \-'rur-al\ adj (ca. 1864) : somewhat rural 
semi-sa^red V*sa-kr^\ad/(ca. 1898): semirelioious ■ 
semi.se<ret V'se-kr3t\ adj (1917) : not publicly announced but widely 

known nevertheless . . ^ . ' ' . . 

semi-sed^n-tory V'sed-'n^ter-eA adj (ca. 1930) : sedentary during part 

of the year and nomadic otherwise <~ tnbes) 

semi.shnib.by Vsem-i-.shrab-e, 'sem-.i-, esp Southern -,srab-\ adj (I930j 
: resembling or being a subshrub ' . . „ , ■„ 

semi-skilled \ f sem-i-'skild. ,sem-M ad/(1916) t : having or requinng less 
training than skilled labor and more than unskilled labor . . ■ 

semi.soft V«oft\ adj (ca. 1903) : moderately soft; specif: firm but easily 

s^ml^Wd \^al-»d\ adj (1834) : having the qualities of both a solid 
and a liquid : highly viscous^ semisohd n ' : • : 

semi-sweet V'swetX adj (1 943) : . slightly sweetened <~ chocolate) 





but in ancient times also by the Babylonians, Assyrians, Aramaean*/ 
Canaanites. and Phoenicians - ■ -'-VxrAflgL. 

semi.ter-res4ri.al \,sem-i-t>-Ves-tre-3l, ,sem-J-» - res(h)-ch^i\ adj \l 91^) 
1 : growing on boggy ground 2 : frequenting but not living wholly, 

'S^rniUc \s»-'mit-ik\ adj [G sem itisch. fr. Semit, Semite Semite. prbb^|? 
ML Semita. fr. LL Sem Shem] (1 826) 1 : of. relating to, or character- 
istic of the Semites; specif: iewish 2 : of/relating to, or constituting^ 
subfamily of the Afro-Asiatic language family, that includes Hebrew f 
Aramaic, Arabic and Ethiopic ii i. 

^Semitic n (1875) : any or all of the Semitic languages j WH 

S<wnit.Uist \ S 3- 4 mit-»-s-st\ n ( 1 956) : SEr 

Se^niM 
lang 

^ _ _ 

ties " *b " a characteristic feature of a Semitic language occurring ; Tp 
another language 2 : policy favorable to Jews : predisposition in 
favor of Jews , . , « 

Sem-i.tist \-3t-MtV n (1885) 1 : a scholar of the Semitic languages,, 
cultures, or histories 2 often not cap : a person favoring or disposed to 

semMo'ia/^em-i-'ton-n, .sem-M jdj (1863) : chromatic 3a, sk^ s 
tonic — semi»ton-al.|y \-1-e\ adv ; s. 

semitone Vsem-i-.ton. 'sem-.iA n (160.9) r the tone at a half step;;a/sa 
: half STEP — semi'ton-iq X.sem-i-H'an-ik, .sem-JA od> — semi«CofM«u- 

simVtraair 1 ^^ •sem-.i \ n (1919) 1 : a freight trailer'tgt 

when attached is supported at its forward end by the fifth wheel device 
of the truck tractor 2 : a trucking rig made up of a tractor and a semi - 

semi.trans-lu.cent \,sem-i-.iran(t)s-'lus- a nt. ,sem-,i-, - 4 tranz-\ adj (1.832) 
: somewhat translucent • J i: ;r 

semi-trans-par-ent \- i tran(t)s-*par-3nt, -*perA adj (1793) ; imperfectly 

sem?.tropM<al \-'trap-i-k-l\ also semi-trop-ic \-ik\ adj (1860) : suaT^ok 

semUrop-ics \-iks\ np/(1908) : subtropics • . - 

semi-vow^el Vsem-i-.vau<-,)l\ n (1 530) 1 : one of the glides (as English 

\y\. \w\. or \r\) 2 : a letter representing a semivowel . .. 

»semi.week.ly\sem-i-Ve-kIe. ,sem-.IA adj (1791) : occurnng. twice ..a 

week — semi weekly adv .... 

isemiweekly n (1 833) : a scmiweekly publication , ; ^ 

semi-works Vsem-i-.w,rks. 'sem-,i-\ n pi often attnb (1926) : a manufac- 
turing plant operating on a limited commercial scale to provide.hnal 

tests of a new product or process . . ■ 

semi-year.ly \.sem-i- f yi(-)r-le. ,sem-J-\ adj (1928) : occurnng twice a 

Mmi-li-na \,scmVlc-nAn [It semolino. dim. of semola brani fr. t 
Simita finest wheat flour] (1797) : the purified middlings of hard wheat 
(as durum) used esp. for pasta (as macaroni or spaghetti) _ 

sem-per.vi.vum Vem-par-VvanA n [NL. fr. L. neuter of s^mpervivus 
ever-living, fr. semper ever + vj vw Jiving — more a t Q^CK] (ca 1591) 
; any of a large genus (Sempervivum) of Old World fleshy herbs of the 
orpine family often grown as ornamentals 

sem.pr-ter.naf \.sem-pi-*t»rn-'l\ adj [ME. fr. LL iempiferna/ir. fr. L sem- 
piiernus, fr. semper ever, always, fr. sem- one. same (akin to ON samr 
same) + per through — more at same FOR] (15c) : of never-ending 
duration : eternal — sem-pi-ter-nal-ly \-1-e\ adv 

scm.pi ter-ni.ty V , t9r-n3t-e\n(1599): eternity 

sem ple \*sem-p-l\ adj [alter, of simple] Scot ( 1 759) : of humble birth. 

sem-pli-ce Vsem-pli-,cha\ adj or adv (It, f r. L simplic-. simplex — more at 
simple! (ca. 1740) : simple — used as a direction in music 

fcShfln \WQpra\ adv [It, fr. L semper) (ca. 1801) : always -r used 
in music directions <~ legato) 

semp-stress Vsem(p)-str~s\ var of seamstress 

?seoVsen\ n. P l sen P [Jp] (1727) - see ven at MONEY table 

*sen n. pi sen [Indonesian sen. prob. Fr. E cent) (1951) — s 

4en N n. Y p/ b sen [prob. fr. Indonesian sen] (1954) — see dollar, riel at 
4en N n. Y p l f sen [Malay, prob. fr. E cenf] (1967) — see ringgit at MONEY 

s*nlr.i.us \si-'nar-e-3S, -'ner-\ n. pi se-riar-H \-e-.t, -e-.e\ [U fr. ^rutrvjs 
consisting of six each, fr. sem six each, fr. sex six — more at SIX] U.54W 
: a verse consisting of six feet esp. in Latin prosody Wt « fl \ n i 

se-na.ry Vseno-re, ^seo-\ adj [L sennrius consisting of six] (1661) : ot. 
based on. or characterized by six : compounded of six things or six 
parts <~ scale) <~ division) 



- see rupiah at 



■ i 



or council usu. pu»^>ui6 i«iB»» .- D — ~ — - h 

a : the supreme counal of the ancient Roman republic and empire v 
: the second chamber in the bicameral legislature of a major political 
unit (as a nation, state, or province) 2 : the hall or chamber in wbicn 
a senate meets 3 : a governing body of some universities charged witn 
maintaining academic standards and regulations and usu. composed oi 
the principal or representative members of the faculty # 

sen-a-tor \Sen-3t-or, as a title also 'sen-tsrV n [ME senatour. fr. OF seno r 
teur, fr- L senator, fr. senatus] ( 1 3c) : a member of a senate : 

sen*.to.r£al \.sen-* 4 t6r-eol, A6r\ adj (1140) : of, relating to, or befU- 
tihe a senator or a senate office). <~ rank) 

senatorial courtesy n,(i 884) : a custom of the U.S. Senate.of refusing to 
confirm a presidential appointment bf an official m or from a staic / 
when the appointment is opposed by the senators or senior senator oi 
the president's party from that state 

senatorial district n (1829) : a territorial division from which a senator 

is elected r— compare CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
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-The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
THE REPLY FILED 12 June 2006 FAILS TO PLACE THIS APPLICATION IN CONDITION FOR ALLOWANCE. 

1 . ^ The reply was filed after a final rejection, but prior to or on the same day as filing a Notice of Appeal. To avoid abandonment of 

this application, applicant must timely file one of the following replies: (1) an amendment, affidavit, or other evidence, which 
places the application in condition for allowance; (2) a Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee) in compliance with 37 CFR 41.31; or (3) 
a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .1 14. The reply must be filed within one of the following 
time periods: 

a) [3 The period for reply expires 3months from the mailing date of the final rejection. 

b) O The period for reply expires on: (1) the mailing date of this Advisory Action, or (2) the date set forth in the final rejection, whichever is later. In 

no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the final rejection. 

Examiner Note: If box 1 is checked, check either box (a) or (b). ONLY CHECK BOX (b) WHEN THE FIRST REPLY WAS FILED WITHIN 

TWO MONTHS OF THE FINAL REJECTION. See MPEP 706.07(f). 
Extensions of time may be obtained under 37 CFR 1.136(a). The date on which the petition under 37 CFR 1.136(a) and the appropriate extension fee 
have been filed is the date for purposes of determining the period of extension and the corresponding amount of the fee. The appropriate extension fee 
under 37 CFR 1.17(a) is calculated from: (1) the expiration date of the shortened statutory period for reply originally set in the final Office action; or (2) as 
set forth in (b) above, if checked. Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of the final rejection, even if timely filed, 
may reduce any earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
NOTICE OF APPEAL 

2. □ The Notice of Appeal was filed on . A brief in compliance with 37 CFR 41 .37 must be filed within two months of the date of 

filing the Notice of Appeal (37 CFR 41.37(a)), or any extension thereof (37 CFR 41.37(e)), to avoid dismissal of the appeal. Since 
a Notice of Appeal has been filed, any reply must be filed within the time period set forth in 37 CFR 41 .37(a). 
AMENDMENTS 

3. £3 The proposed amendment(s) filed after a final rejection, but prior to the date of filing a brief, will not be entered because 

(a) ^ They raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search (see NOTE below); 

(b) D They raise the issue of new matter (see NOTE below); 

(c) £3 They are not deemed to place the application in better form for appeal by materially reducing or simplifying the issues for 

appeal; and/or 

(d) Q They present additional claims without canceling a corresponding number of finally rejected claims. 

NOTE: See Continuation Sheet (See 37 CFR 1.116 and 41 .33(a)). 

4. |Ei The amendments are not in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121. See attached Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (PTOL-324). 

5. □ Applicant's reply has overcome the following rejection(s): . 

6. □ Newly proposed or amended claim(s) would be allowable if submitted in a separate, timely filed amendment canceling the 

non-allowable claim(s). 

7. [X] For purposes of appeal, the proposed amendment(s): a) S will not be entered, or b) □ will be entered and an explanation of 

how the new or amended claims would be rejected is provided below or appended. 
The status of the claim(s) is (or will be) as follows: 

Claim(s) allowed: . 

Claim(s) objected to: . 



Claim(s) rejected: 14-19, 24/14, 27 . 

Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration: 20-23. 24/20, 25. 26. 28 . 
AFFIDAVIT OR OTHER EVIDENCE 

8. □ The affidavit or other evidence filed after a final action, but before or on the date of filing a Notice of Appeal will not be entered 

because applicant failed to provide a showing of good and sufficient reasons why the affidavit or other evidence is necessary and 
was not earlier presented. See 37 CFR 1.116(e). 

9. □ The affidavit or other evidence filed after the date of filing a Notice of Appeal, but prior to the date of filing a brief, will not be 

entered because the affidavit or other evidence failed to overcome all rejections under appeal and/or appellant fails to provide a 
showing a good and sufficient reasons why it is necessary and was not earlier presented. See 37 CFR 41.33(d)(1). 

1 0. □ The affidavit or other evidence is entered. An explanation of the status of the claims after entry is below or attached. 
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION/OTHER 

1 1 . ED The request for reconsideration has been considered but does NOT place the application in condition for allowance because: 

See Continuation Sheet. 

12. □ Note the attached Information Disclosure Statement(s). (PTO/SB/08 or PTO-1449) Paper No(s). jA 

,3D0,he,; — ^UQJk 

Vinh T. Luong 
Primary Examiner 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-303 (Rev. 7-05) 



Advisory Action Before the Filing of an Appeal Brief 



Part of Paper No. 20060617 



Continuation Sheet (PTO-303) 



Application No. 10/727,306 



Continuation of 3. NOTE: The amendment in the specification raises new issues, e.g., new objections to the specification and the 
drawings would be required because the specification and the drawings are inconsistent with each other. Applicant's amended 
specification, pages 5 and 6, etc., describes the angles 316, 516, etc., however, Figs. 3 and 5 do not show the reference characters 316, 
516, etc. Applicant's corrected drawings have not been received. 



Continuation of 1 1 . See the reasons set forth in the rejections in final Office action on March 30, 2006. In addition, with respect to: 

(a) Applicant's reliance on extrinsic evidence, such as, Webster's Dictionary, the Examiner respectfully submits that the specification 
is the single best guide to the meaning of a claim term. Phillips v. AWH Corp., 415 F.3d 1303, 1315 [75 USPQ2d 1321](Fed. Cir. 
2005)(en banc). See also, e.g., the meaning of the term "adjustable" in Curtiss-Wright Flow Control Corp. v. Velan Inc., 77 USPQ2d 1988 
(Fed. Cir. 2006); and 

(b) Applicant's arguments on pages 10-16 of the instant Amendment, these arguments are similar to the arguments presented in 
copending Application No. 10720821, please see the Examiner's response in the final rejection on May 9, 2006 of the copending 
Application No. 10720821. 




VinhXLuong 
Primary Examiner 
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Amendment (37 CFR 1.121) 


10/727,306 
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Examiner 

Vinh T. Luong 
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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address « 



The amendment document filed on 12 June 2006 is considered non-compliant because it has failed to meet the 
requirements of 37 CFR 1 . 1 21 or 1 .4. In order for the amendment document to be compliant, correction of the following 
item(s) is required. 

THE FOLLOWING MARKED (X) ITEM(S) CAUSE THE AMENDMENT DOCUMENT TO BE NON-COMPLIANT: 

□ 1 . Amendments to the specification: 

□ A. Amended paragraph(s) do not include markings. 

□ B. New paragraph(s) should not be underlined. 

□ C. Other . 

□ 2. Abstract: 

□ A. Not presented on a separate sheet. 37 CFR 1.72. 

□ B. Other . 

(3 3. Amendments to the drawings: 

□ A. The drawings are not properly identified in the top margin as "Replacement Sheet," "New Sheet, or 

"Annotated Sheet" as required by 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 

□ B. The practice of submitting proposed drawing correction has been eliminated. Replacement drawings 

showing amended figures, without markings, in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .84 are required. 
I3 C. Other See Continuation Sheet 

(3 4. Amendments to the claims: 

□ A. A complete listing of all of the claims is not present. 

□ B. The listing of claims does not include the text of all pending claims (including withdrawn claims) 

[3 C. Each claim has not been provided with the proper status identifier, and as such, the individual status 
of each claim cannot be identified. Note: the status of every claim must be indicated after its claim 
number by using one of the following status identifiers: (Original), (Currently amended), (Canceled), 
(Previously presented), (New), (Not entered), (Withdrawn) and (Withdrawn-currently amended). 

□ D. The claims of this amendment paper have not been presented in ascending numerical order. 
£3 E. Other: See Continuation Sheet 

□ 5. Other (e.g., the amendment is unsigned or not signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4): 



For further explanation of the amendment format required by 37 CFR 1.121, see MPEP § 714. 
TIME PERIODS FOR FILING A REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

1 . Applicant is given no new time period if the non-compliant amendment is an after-final amendment or an amendment 
filed after allowance. If applicant wishes to resubmit the non-compliant after-final amendment with corrections, the 
entire corrected amendment must be resubmitted. 

2 Applicant is given one month, or thirty (30) days, whichever is longer, from the mail date of this notice to supply the 
correction, if the non-compliant amendment is one of the following: a preliminary amendment, a non-final amendment 
(including a submission for a request for continued examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1 .1 14), a supplemental 
amendment filed within a suspension period under 37 CFR 1.103(a) or (c), and an amendment filed in response to a 
Quayle action. If any of above boxes 1 . to 4. are checked, the correction required is only the corrected section of the 
non-compliant amendment in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121. 

Extensions of time are available under 37 CFR 1.136(a) only if the non-compliant amendment is a non-final 

amendment or an amendment filed in response to a Quayle action. 

Failure to timely respond to this notice will result in: 

Abandonment of the application if the non-compliant amendment is a non-final amendment or an amendment 
filed in response to a Quayle action; or 

Non-entry of the amendment if the non-compliant amendment is a preliminary amendment or supplemental 

amendment. VinhT. Luong 

Primary Cxaminer ^ — — . _ — — 

Legal Instruments Examiner (LIE), if applicable . ... Telephone No 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office p * rt of Paper No. 20060617 



Continuation Sheet (PTOL-324) 



Application No. 10/727,306 



Continuation of 3(c) Other: Applicant's corrected drawings mentioned on page 8 of the above Amendment have not been received. 

Continuation of 4(e) Other: Each claim has not been provided with the proper status identifier. For example, Applicant identified claims 20- 
23 as "Previously Added," however, these claims 20-23 are withdrawn as being drawn to a nonelected species, thus, they should have 
been identified as "Withdrawn". 
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VinhT.Luong 
Primary Examiner 
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Appiicaxion no. 


Applicant(s) 




Advisory Action 


70/727,306 


WILSON, DOUGLAS B. 


Rpfnrp fhp Filino of an Aoo&al Brief 


Examiner 


Art Unit 






Vinh T. Luong 


3682 





~77ie MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
THE REPLY FILED 26 June 2006 FAILS TO PLACE THIS APPLICATION IN CONDITION FOR ALLOWANCE. 

I . 13 The reply was filed after a final rejection, but prior to or on the same day as filing a Notice of Appeal. To avoid abandonment of 

this application, applicant must timely file one of the following replies: (1) an amendment, affidavit, or other evidence, which 
places the application in condition for allowance; (2) a Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee) in compliance with 37 CFR 41 .31; or (3) 
a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114. The reply must be filed within one of the following 
time periods: 

a) [3 The period for reply expires 3_months from the mailing date of the final rejection. 

b) □ The period for reply expires on: (1) the mailing date of this Advisory Action, or (2) the date set forth in the final rejection, whichever is later. In 

no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the final rejection. 

Examiner Note: If box 1 is checked, check either box (a) or (b). ONLY CHECK BOX (b) WHEN THE FIRST REPLY WAS FILED WITHIN 

TWO MONTHS OF THE FINAL REJECTION. See MPEP 706.07(0- 
Extensions of time may be obtained under 37 CFR 1136(a). The date on which the petition under 37 CFR 1 .136(a) and the appropriate extension fee 
have been filed is the date for purposes of determining the period of extension and the corresponding amount of the fee. The appropriate extension fee 
under 37 CFR 1.17(a) is calculated from: (1) the expiration date of the shortened statutory period for reply originally set in the final Office action; or (2) as 
set forth in (b) above, if checked. Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of the final rejection, even if timely filed, 
may reduce any earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
NOTICE OF APPEAL 

2. □ The Notice of Appeal was filed on . A brief in compliance with 37 CFR 41 .37 must be filed within two months of the date of 

filing the Notice of Appeal (37 CFR 41.37(a)), or any extension thereof (37 CFR 41.37(e)), to avoid dismissal of the appeal. Since 
a Notice of Appeal has been filed, any reply must be filed within the time period set forth in 37 CFR 41.37(a). 
AMENDMENTS 

3. □ The proposed amendment(s) filed after a final rejection, but prior to the date of filing a brief, will not be entered because 

(a) Q They raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search (see NOTE below); 

(b) D They raise the issue of new matter (see NOTE below); 

(c) □ They are not deemed to place the application in better form for appeal by materially reducing or simplifying the issues for 

appeal; and/or 

(d) D They present additional claims without canceling a corresponding number of finally rejected claims. 

NOTE: . (See 37 CFR 1 .1 1 6 and 41 .33(a)). 

4. The amendments are not in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121. See attached Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (PTOL-324). 

5. □ Applicant's reply has overcome the following rejection(s): . 

6. □ Newly proposed or amended claim(s) would be allowable if submitted in a separate, timely filed amendment canceling the 

non-allowable claim(s). 

7. H For purposes of appeal, the proposed amendment(s): a) □ will not be entered, or b) S will be entered and an explanation of 

how the new or amended claims would be rejected is provided below or appended. 
The status of the claim(s) is (or will be) as follows: 

Claim(s) allowed: . 

Claim(s) objected to: . 

Claim(s) rejected: 14-19. 24/14. 27 . 

Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration: 20-23. 14/20. 25. 26. 28 . 
AFFIDAVIT OR OTHER EVIDENCE 

8. □ The affidavit or other evidence filed after a final action, but before or on the date of filing a Notice of Appeal will not be entered 

because applicant failed to provide a showing of good and sufficient reasons why the affidavit or other evidence is necessary and 
was not earlier presented. See 37 CFR 1.116(e). 

9. □ The affidavit or other evidence filed after the date of filing a Notice of Appeal, but prior to the date of filing a brief, will not be 

entered because the affidavit or other evidence failed to overcome all rejections under appeal and/or appellant fails to provide a 
showing a good and sufficient reasons why it is necessary and was not earlier presented. See 37 CFR 41 .33(d)(1). 

10. □ The affidavit or other evidence is entered. An explanation of the status of the claims after entry is below or attached. 
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION/OTHER 

I I . S The request for reconsideration has been considered but does NOT place the application in condition for allowance because: 

See Continuation Sheet. 

12. □ Note the attached Information Disclosure Statement(s). (PTO/SB/08 or PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 

1 3. Other: See Continuation Sheet . ^s^^^ 

VinhT. Luong 
Primary Examiner 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-303 (Rev. 7-05) 



Advisory Action Before the Filing of an Appeal Brief 



Part of Paper No. 20060711 



Continuation Sheet (PTO-303) 



Application No. 10/727,306 



Continuation of 1 1 . 

See the reasons set forth in the final Office action on March 30, 2006. In addition, regarding Applicant's reliance on extrinsic evidence, 
e.g., Webster's Dictionary, the Examiner respectfully submits that the specification is the single best guide to the meaning of a claim term. 
Phillips v. AWH Corp., 75 USPQ2d 1321 (Fed. Cir. 2005)(en banc). Moreover, Applicant's arguments are similar to the arguments 
presented in copending Application No. 10720821, the Examiner's response in the final rejection on May 9, 2006 of Appl.'821 is 
incorporated herein by reference. 

Continuation of 13. Other: 

The replacement drawings filed on June 26, 2006 are accepted by the Examiner. 




YinhT.Luong 
Primary Examiner 
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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 



The amendment document filed on 26 June 2006 is considered non-compliant because it has failed to meet the 
requirements of 37 CFR 1 .121 or 1 .4. In order for the amendment document to be compliant, correction of the following 
item(s) is required. 

THE FOLLOWING MARKED (X) ITEM(S) CAUSE THE AMENDMENT DOCUMENT TO BE NON-COMPLIANT: 

□ 1 . Amendments to the specification: 

□ A. Amended paragraph(s) do not include markings. 

□ B. New paragraph(s) should not be underlined. 

□ C. Other . 

□ 2. Abstract: 

□ A. Not presented on a separate sheet. 37 CFR 1 .72. 

□ B. Other . 

□ 3. Amendments to the drawings: 

□ A. The drawings are not properly identified in the top margin as "Replacement Sheet," "New Sheet," or 

"Annotated Sheet" as required by 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

□ B. The practice of submitting proposed drawing correction has been eliminated. Replacement drawings 

showing amended figures, without markings, in compliance with 37 CFR 1.84 are required. 

□ C. Other . 

K 4. Amendments to the claims: 

□ A. A complete listing of all of the claims is not present. 

□ B. The listing of claims does not include the text of all pending claims (including withdrawn claims) 

IE) C. Each claim has not been provided with the proper status identifier, and as such, the individual status 
of each claim cannot be identified. Note: the status of every claim must be indicated after its claim 
number by using one of the following status identifiers: (Original), (Currently amended), (Canceled), 
(Previously presented), (New), (Not entered), (Withdrawn) and (Withdrawn-currently amended). 

□ D. The claims of this amendment paper have not been presented in ascending numerical order . 
E. Other: See Continuation Sheet 

□ 5. Other (e.g., the amendment is unsigned or not signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4): 



For further explanation of the amendment format required by 37 CFR 1.121, see MPEP § 714. 



TIME PERIODS FOR FILING A REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

1 . Applicant is given no new time period if the non-compliant amendment is an after-final amendment or an amendment 
filed after allowance. If applicant wishes to resubmit the non-compliant after-final amendment with corrections, the 
entire corrected amendment must be resubmitted. 

2 Applicant is given one month, or thirty (30) days, whichever is longer, from the mail date of this notice to supply the 
correction if the non-compliant amendment is one of the following: a preliminary amendment, a non-final amendment 
(including a submission for a request for continued examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114), a supplemental 
amendment filed within a suspension period under 37 CFR 1.103(a) or (c) t and an amendment filed in response to a 
Quayle action. If any of above boxes 1. to 4. are checked, the correction required is only the corrected section of the 
non-compliant amendment in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121. 

Extensions of time are available under 37 CFR 1 .136(a) onjy if the non-compliant amendment is a non-final 
amendment or an amendment filed in response to a Quayle action. 

Failure to timely respond to this notice will result in: 

Abandonment of the application if the non-compliant amendment is a non-final amendment or an amendment 
filed in response to a Quayle action; or 

Non-entry of the amendment if the non-compliant amendment is a preliminary amendment or supplemental 

amendment. VinhTLuong 

Legal Instruments ExamBLm'apDlicable Telephone No. 



.on, ♦ T7 ' " Part of Paper No. 20060711 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 



Continuation Sheet (PTOL-324) 



Application No. 10/727,306 



Continuation of 4(e) Other: Each claim has not been provided with the proper status identifier. For example, claims 20-23 are withdrawn, 
however, Applicant identified these claims as "Previously Added." 




YinhT.Luong 
Primary Examiner 
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AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE 
TO NOTICE OF NON-COMPLIANT AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

Applicants submit the following timely response to the Notice of Non-Compliant 
Amendment mailed July 14, 2006. Please amend the application as provided below. 

This Response places the application and the claims therein, in condition for 
allowance. 

In this Response, the amendments to the specification begin on page 2. 
The amendments to the claims begin on page 5. 
The Remarks begin on page 8. 
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Specification: 

Page 2, please rewrite the third full paragraph as follows: 
The system of the present invention will include at least one part that extends 
outward at an angle from a plane across the face of the steering wheel or vehicular 
control. This part is at least partially deformable in at least one direction, so that the 
system will not interfere with the operation of the wheel or control. This deformability, 
however, will not impede the support function of the system on the invention. 
Furthermore, the deformable material has memory, so that after a deforming force is 
removed, it resumes its original predeformation configuration and shape , which is 
extending outward at an angle from a plane across the face of the steering wheel or 
vehicular control. 

Page 3, please rewrite the seventh full paragraph as follows: 
Deformable mat e rial second section 102 extends outward from steering control 
105 over a predetermined section of the steering control^ which is shown in Figure 1 to be 
an arc. As is better shown in Figure 3, a deformable second section such as 102 extends 
outward at an angle from a plane across the face of a steering control such as 105. 
Deformable second section 102 may extends outward from the steering control at or 
below the inside circumference of the control over the predetermined arc. This arc will 
typically include at least the ten 104 and two 106 o'clock positions, or may include the 
entire circumference. 

Page 4, please rewrite the fourth and fifth full paragraphs as follows: 
The first system of the present invention at 202 includes first section 204 that 
connects to steering control 211 and second section 205 that extends outward from first 
section 204. Further, a second section such as 205 extends outward at an angle from a 
plane across the face of a steering control such as 21 1 (see Figure 3). First section 204 
may be rigid, semi-rigid, or deformable, while second section 205 is deformable. If the 
first section is deformable, it may have memory. 

Similarly, the second system of the present invention at 203 includes first section 
207 that connects to steering control 211 and second section 209 that extends outward 
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from first section 207. Further, a second section such as 209 extends outward at an angle 
from a plane across the face of a steering control such as 21 1 (see Figure 3). First section 
207 may be rigid, semi-rigid, or deformable, while second section 209 is deformable. 
Again, if the first section is deformable, it may have memory. Further, second sections 
205 and 209 may be rigid, semi-rigid or flexible, or non-deformable and still be within 
the scope of the present invention. 

Page 5, please rewrite second full paragraph as follows: 
Referring to Figure 3, generally at 300, steering control 305 is shown that 
includes rim 308, spokes 310, and steering column 312. First section 301 is formed 
integral with rim 308 and deformable second section 302 extends outward from the first 
section. As is shown, second section 302 extends outward at angle 316 from plane 318 
across the face of steering control 305. The material of second section 302 has sufficient 
strength that when driving, the driver may rest his/her wrists or portions of the hands 322 
on the material and they will be supported. The structure is such that the weight of the 
arms and hands through the wrists or portions of the hands are supported without the 
material deforming. 

Page 6, please rewrite the second and third full paragraphs as follows: 
Referring to Figure 5, generally at 500, a second embodiment of the present 
invention is shown. System 501 of the present invention shown in Figure 5 includes a 
first section 502 that detachably connects to steering control rim. Deformable second 
section 503 connects to, and extends outwardly from, first section 502. As is shown, 
deformable second section 503 extends outward at angle 516 from plane 518 across the 
face of steering control rim 508. First section 502 may snap-on or otherwise attach to the 
steering control such that it may appear integral with the steering control. One of many 
possible known means for accomplishing this is by first section 502 being mostly rigid, 
and leaving a space 507 so the attachment can be forced over rim 508 and leave room for 
the steering control spokes 510. Regardless of the means for attachment, once first 
section 502 is attached to the steering control, it will provide all of the benefits that have 
been described for the first section being integrally formed with the rim. Additionally, 
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the second embodiment, may be a single structure with a single resting material support, 
a single structure with multiple resting supports, or multiple structures each with its own 
resting support. As in the other embodiments, the second section may be rigid, semi- 
rigid or flexible, or non-deformable and still be within the scope of the present invention. 

By way of example, Figure 6, generally at 600, shows another alternate method to 
attach the system of the present invention to steering control rim 608. The system in this 
figure has first section 602 that will envelop rim 608. First section 602 may be made 
from a flexible material. First section 602 may have a slit 61 1^ which after this section 
envelops the rim A may be stitched shut by stitches 613. As in the other embodiments of 
the present invention, deformable second section 603 connects to, and extends outwardly 
from, first section 602. Further, a deformable second section such as 603 extends 
outward at an angle from a plane across the face of a steering control rim such as 608 (see 
Figures 3 and 5). Again, the second section may be rigid, semi-rigid, or non-deformable 
and still be within the scope of the present invention. 
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In the Claims 
1-13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Previously Presented) A fatigue relieving/preventing apparatus associated with a 
steering wheel for controlling a vehicle, comprising: 

a first section that connects to a peripheral portion of the steering wheel; and 
a rigid, semi-rigid or flexible, or non-deformable second section that connects to, 
and extends from the first section at the peripheral portion of the steering wheel, the 
second section extends from the first section outward at an angle to a plane across a front 
face of the steering wheel, the second section for supporting at least a portion of a 
vehicular operator's body when pressure from the portion of the vehicular operator's 
body on the second section is less than the pressure for deforming the second section out 
of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel, and 
deforming out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering 
wheel when pressure from the portion of the vehicular operator's body on the second 
section is equal to or greater than the pressure for deforming the second section out of 
interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel. 

15. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
steering wheel includes a the steering wheel for controlling at least a nautical vessel, 
aircraft, or ground transportation vehicle. 

16. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
portion of the body supported by the second section includes at least a forearm, wrist, or 
hand. 

17. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
first section extends a predetermined length of a predetermin e d the peripheral portion of 
the steering wheel. 

18. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
second section includes at least two second sections that each connect to the first section 
at separate locations. 

19. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as recited in claim 17 or 18, wherein 
the first section is deformable. 
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20. (Withdrawn) A fatigue relieving/preventing apparatus associated with a 
steering wheel for controlling a vehicle, comprising: 

at least two discrete first sections that each connect to a peripheral portion of the 
steering wheel, and 

a discrete rigid, semi-rigid or flexible, or non-deformable second section that 
connects to, and extends from each first section at a peripheral portion of the steering 
wheel, each second section extends from the first section outward at an angle to a plane 
across a front face of the steering wheel, each second section for supporting at least a 
portion of a vehicular operator's body when pressure from the portion of the vehicular 
operator's body on the second section is less than the pressure for deforming the second 
section out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering 
wheel, and deforming out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operator 
the steering wheel when pressure form the portion of the vehicular operator's body on the 
second section is equal to or greater than the pressure for deforming the second section 
out of interference with the vehicular operator's ability to operate the steering wheel.. 

21. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the steering 
wheel includes a steering wheel for controlling at least a nautical vessel, aircraft or 
ground transportation vehicle. 

22. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the portion of 
the body supported by the second section includes at least a forearm, wrist, or hand. 

23. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the apparatus 
is adjustable for supporting different sizes or types of body portions. 

24. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as recited in claim 14 or 20 , wherein 
each first section is formed integral with the steering wheel. 

25. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as recited in claim 14 or 20, wherein each first 
section is detachable from the steering wheel. 

26. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein each first 
section is deformable. 

27. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
first section is flexible, rigid, or semi-rigid, or non-deformable. 
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28. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as recited in claim 20, wherein the first section 
is flexible, rigid, or semi-rigid, or non-deformable. 



USlDOCS5772132vl 



7 



Application Serial No. 10/727,306 
Attorney Docket No. 1 14089-120 



Remarks 

I. Introduction 

This Amendment supersedes the amendment mailed June 26, 2006, and is 
responsive to the notice of non-compliant amendment. 

Claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 are pending in the present application. The Examiner 
has recited several grounds for objecting to and rejecting the present application. 
Examiner objected to the drawings for not including representations to the angular 
disposition of second section of the fatigue/relieving apparatus. In view of this objection 
to the drawings, the Examiner objected to the specification. The Examiner also has 
objected to claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 for indefiniteness under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph. Lastly, the Examiner rejected pending claims 14-19, 24/14 and 27 under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) for anticipation based on either Van Arsdel, U.S. Patent No. 2,1 18,540; 
Anson, U.S. Patent No. 2,134,020; or Laubach, U.S. Patent No. 1,575,848. Applicant 
will demonstrate herein that the objections and rejections have been overcome by this 
Response, thereby placing the present application in condition for allowance. 

II. The Corrected Drawings Overcome the Examiner's Objection 

On page 3 of the Office Action, the Examiner objected to the drawings because 
"each part of the invention, e.g., the angle and the face in claim 14 should be designated 
by a reference numeral or character." Applicant has corrected the drawings as requested 
by the Examiner (Attachment B). Applicant respectfully submits six (6) Replacement 
Sheets of drawings. These changes to the drawings do not add new matter. As such, 
Applicant has traversed the Examiner's basis for objection to the drawings. 

III. The Specification, As Amended, Overcome the Examiner's 
Objection 

On page 4 of the Office Action, the Examiner objected to the specification for 
"failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the claimed the subject matter, such as, 'an 
angle,' in claim 14." Applicant has amended the specification to overcome this objection. 
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These amendments do not add new matter. Therefore, this objection should be 
withdrawn. 

IV. The Claims, As Amended Are Definitive. 

On page 3 of the Office Action, the Examiner contends that the terms "rigid", 

"semi-rigid," "flexible," or "non-deformable" in claims 14 and 17 are indefinite. 
Applicant submits that these terms would be understood by a person of ordinary skill in 
the art in light of the present invention. 

The Examiner contends that 14 and 17 are indefinite under 35 U.S.C. §§112, 
second paragraph, because of the recitation of the terms "rigid," "semi-rigid," "flexible," 
and "non-deformable." In particular, the Examiner asserts that these terms are indefinite 
because these terms "[are] not defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a 
standard for the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be 
reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention." Further, the Examiner contends that 
"it is unclear what range of Rockwell hardness of the material of the second section is 
required in order to be considered as terms "rigid," semi-rigid, or flexible, or non- 
deformable." Applicant submits that the claims are definite as will be shown. 

Claims 14 and 17, include the terms "rigid " "semi-rigid," "flexible " and "non- 
deformable." Applicant has attached as Attachment A excerpts from the Ninth New 
Collegiate Dictionary. These excerpts demonstrate that each of the terms that the 
Examiner has contended is indefinite is a very common term that a person of ordinary 
skill in the art would understand with sufficiency to make and use the present invention. 
The attached excerpts make plain that a person of ordinary skill in the art would clearly 
understand the scope of the claims when "rigid," "semi-rigid," or "flexible," or "non- 
deformable," is used. As such, claims 14 and 17 would be definite in the hands of a 
person of ordinary skill in the art. Noting this, Applicant overcomes the Examiner's 
indefiniteness rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, as to the use of the 
terms "rigid," "semi-rigid," "flexible," and "non-deformable," and respectfully requests 
that this rejection be withdrawn with regard to claims 14 and 19. 

The Examiner also rejected claims 15 and 17 for allegedly having no anticipated 
basis for the terms "a steering wheel" and "a peripheral portion of the steering wheel," 
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respectively. Applicant has amended the claims to remove any possible confusion on the 
part of the Examiner with regard to overcoming this obviousness rejection. 

Noting the foregoing, Applicant has traversed each of the Examiner's basis for 
rejecting the claims for indefiniteness under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph. 

V. Claims 14-19 Are Not Anticipated Under 35 § U.S.C. 102(b) 

Claims 14-19, 24/14 and 27 are pending in the present application. In the current 

Office Action, claims 14-19, 24-14 and 27 have been rejected by the Examiner for 
anticipation under 35 U.S.C. § 102 (b) based on a three references. These references are 
U.S. Patent No. 1,575,848 to Laubach ("Laubach"), U.S. Patent No. 2,1 18,540 to Van 
Arsdel ("Van Arsdel"), and U.S. Patent No. 2,134,020 to Anson ("Anson"). More 
specifically, the Examiner relied on Van Arsdel or Anson for rejecting claims 14-17, 
19/17, 24/14 and 27; and Laubach for rejecting claims 14, 18 and 19/18. Hereinafter, 
Applicant will demonstrate that claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27, as presently amended, place 
the present application in condition for allowance and the application should be passed to 
issue. 

A. Applicable Law 

In order for there to be anticipation under 35 U.S.C. §102, a single prior art 
reference must show each and every feature of the claimed invention in the same way. . 
Brown v. JM, 265 F.3d 1349, 1351 (Fed. Cir. 2001) ("To anticipate, every limitation of 
the claimed invention must be found in a single prior art reference, arranged as in the 
claim"); Kloster Speedsteel AB v. Crucible, Inc., 793 F.2d 1565, 1571 (Fed. Cir. 1986) 
("absence from the reference of any claimed element negates anticipation"). Applicant 
submits that neither Van Arsdel, Anson, nor Laubach satisfy this standard for finding 
anticipation under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b). 

B. Van Arsdel Does Not Anticipate Claims 14-19, 24/14, and 27 
Claim 14 is an independent claim and claims 15-19, 24/14, and 27 depend from 

claim 14. As such, claims 15-19, 24/14, and 27 add features to claim 20. 

In relying on Van Arsdel, the Examiner does not cite to any descriptions of the 
auto steering wheel handgrip disclosed in this reference but annotates the drawings for 
this purpose. Specifically, the Examiner annotated Figures 3 and 5 in an attempt to show 
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what is being claimed in claim 14. The Examiner states that reference no. 4 equates to the 
first section and reference no. 2 equates to the second section of claim 14. Applicant 
submits that the Examiner fails to consider and appreciate all of the elements of the 
second section because if he did, two things would be clear (i) the grip-rest is in a plane 
parallel with the one across the face of the steering wheel and (ii) there is a missing 
element. 

Van Arsdel at column 2, lines 13-54 states: 

The grip-rest 2 is concave longitudinally and about half of the rest 
extends over and part way across the steering wheel rim 3 in a manner to 
slope downwardly and inwardly of the rim. The outer edge 4 on the side, 
and 5 of the rear end of the concave, located above the rim, extends up 
into a marginal flange to be contacted by the inside of the ball of the 
thumb or by the bottom of the hand, depending upon which part of the 
hand is seated on the rest. These flanges 4 and 5 enable the operator 
instantly to feel any deviation of the car from a straight course and gives 
him something substantial to push against in resistance and also in rotating 
the wheel to steer the car around corners and curves and away from 
obstructions or bad places in the roadway. 

The rotation of the steering wheel by hand pressure against the 
flanges 4 and 5 is assisted by the palm and fingers, which are wrapped 
around the rim of the wheel and increase the fingerhold [on] the grip-rest 
2, which is thickened and bifurcated to straddle the rim as shown in Fig. 6, 
is provided with recesses separated by ridges, here shown as three in 
number, 6, 7, and 8.... [See Figure 4] 

The weight of the hand and arm are comfortably supported with the 
bottom of the hand resting in the concavity of the grip-rest as shown in 
Fig. 1, or with the ball of the thumb seated in the concavity as shown in 
Fig. 2.... 

My improved grip-rest may be formed integral with the rim of the 
steering wheel as shown in Fig. 8, but I prefer to make it removable as an 
attachment for any make of car and also to make it adjustable to suit the 
requirements or fancy of the driver. [Emphasis added] 

A review of Figures 3 and 5, as annotated by the Examiner, attempts to show that 
the grip-rest of Van Arsdel is disposed outward at an angle a to a plane across the face of 
the steering wheel shows that the Examiner's position is misplaced. As the description 
above from Van Arsdel indicates, the grip-rest is disposed as shown in Figure 6 parallel 
to the plane across the face of the steering wheel not at angle to it. This is very clear 
because in each disposition of the grip-rest in the Figures, it is fixed in this parallel plane 
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to support the thumb or part of the palm. It is also fixed so that it is not deformable so the 
driver can put extensive pressure on it (and it will not move) for steering the automobile 
(See underscored sections in the quotation above). 

If the grip-rest were supposed to be at an angle commensurate with the present 
invention as the Examiner contends, its disposition would be shown differently in the 
drawings. As such, there is not support for the Examiner's contention that the grip-rest is 
disposed other than in the plane parallel to the plane across the form of the steering 
wheel. Accordingly, one skilled in the art would not understand the grip-rest in Van 
Arsdel to be disposed as the Examiner contends. 

There is also no support in the description of the grip-rest in Van Arsdel that it 
will deform in any way out of interference with the operation of the steering wheel. 
Applicant submits he is justified in taking this position given the description of the 
connection of the grip-rest as shown in Figure 6 or the integrally formed grip-rest shown 
in Figure 8. Therefore, the grip-rest of Van Arsdel would not anticipate the invention as 
set forth in claim 14 because it is missing at least one element, i.e., Van Arsdel at least 
does not teach or suggest the features of the second section being deformable out of 
interference with the operation of the steering wheel as set forth in claim 14. 

Noting in the foregoing, Applicant has demonstrated that the auto steering wheel 
grip-rest of Van Arsdel does not anticipate (or render obvious) the invention of claim 14. 
Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests that the anticipation rejection based on Van 
Arsdel be withdrawn. 

Claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 depend from claim 14. As such, each of these 
dependent claims includes all the features of claim 14. Therefore, claims 15-17, 19/17, 
24/14, and 27 are not anticipated by Van Arsdel for the same reasons that claim 14 is not 
anticipated by this patent. Thus, Applicant has traversed the Examiner's basis for 
rejecting claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 for anticipation and respectfully requests 
that this rejection be withdrawn. 

C. Anson Does Not Anticipate Claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 

The Examiner has rejected claims 14-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 for anticipation 
based on Anson. Referring to the Figures of Anson, the Examiner states that reference 
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no. 13 equates to the first section and reference no. 1 1 equates to the second section of 
claim 14. The Examiner has annotated Figure 8 to indicate that the steering wheel 
attachment of Anson is disposed at an angle a with respect to a plane across the face of 
the steering wheel. Before addressing the Examiner's basis of rejection, Applicant 
submits that the description of the steering wheel attachment of Anson is germane to the 
Examiner's position on anticipation. Applicant also submits that if this description is 
taken into consideration, the Examiner should withdraw the anticipation rejection based 
on Anson. 

In the description of the purpose of the steering wheel attachment in Anson, the 
patent states (Page 1, left column, lines 6-25): 

I have found that in the driving of an automobile and particular 
when driving for extended periods of time over long distances, the normal 
manner of holding and manipulating the steering wheel, wherein both 
driver's hands grasp the wheel in positions which require the driver's arms 
to remain in a raised and more or less unnatural and uncomfortable 
position, considerable strain develops in the driver's hands, arms, 
shoulders and back particularly, and results in excess of fatigue , such as 
will frequently dull the driver's normal reflexes and alertness and thereby 
increase the danger of accidents. 

To obviate these disadvantages , I have devised an attachment for 
steering wheels, which permits a driver to assume a completely 
comfortable and relaxed driving position, while at the same time, affords a 
means permitting the driver to at all times retain positive operating control 
of the steering wheel. [Emphasis added] 

The steering wheel attachment of Anson is subsequently described in the patent. 
The following description is stated (Page 1, right column, line 49 - Page 2, left column, 
line 18): 

The attachment comprises a hand grip portion 11, which is preferably of 
bulbularform.... Grip portion 1 1 normally extends downward from the 
wheel rim and is of suitable length to adapt same to extend to the region of 
the driver's lap so that it mav be grasped bv the dri ver's hand when his 
hand is resting in a normal comparable position in his lap . Grip portion 
11.. .which will have sufficient pliability. . . to be deflected from its normal 
pendant position without adversely affecting the m easure of control of the 
steering wheel movements afforded bv the positive operating movement 
of the attachment, while at the same time, neck 12 w ill retain sufficient 
rigidity to permit operating movements of hand grip 1 1 to be positively 
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communicated to the steering wheel rim for effective control of its 
movements . [Emphasis added] 

Applicant submits that the steering wheel attachment of Anson does disclose all 
of the elements of claim 14. As set forth in the quotation above, the steering wheel 
attachment of Anson is a pliable structure that dangles downward from the bottom of the 
steering wheel. It is further understood from the quotation above that in use the steering 
wheel attachment is grasped by the driver's hand while the arms and hands are resting in 
the driver 1 s lap. There is no teaching in Anson that the steering wheel attachment can be 
disposed of any location other than at the bottom of the steering wheel where it dangles 
for use. The other disposite of the hand grip at the top of rim is for situations where it is 
removed from use. 

The Examiner has cited Anson at Page 2, Left Column, Lines 62-72, as teaching 
the deformability element of the second section in claim 14. As the quotation above 
demonstrates, when the Anson handgrip is in use, it is in the pendent position and used to 
steer the vehicle. If, during normal operations, the driver were to grab the steering wheel 
in an emergency situation, he would release the handgrip and grab the wheel, for 
example, at the 10 and 2 o'clock positions. In doing so, the pendent-hanging handgrip 
would not be deformed as set forth in claim 14 because it would not be in use. Moreover, 
if it were used, it would not be deformed out of interference but would be held to steer 
the vehicle. 

The Examiner has stated the handgrip of Anson equates to deformation according 
to claim 14 because it may be moved from the bottom pendent position to the top of the 
steering wheel. When the handgrip is moved to the top, it is moved there to be 
purposefully out of use all the time so it will not be in a position to be deformed as set 
forth in the second section of claim 14. 1 In order to move the handgrip, it would be 
understood that the vehicle would have to be stopped, the handgrip detached and 
repositioned at the top, and reattached. 

Given the foregoing, the steering wheel attachment of Anson at least does not 
indicate the element of the second section being disposed outward at an angle from the 
plane across the face of the steering wheel (Anson extends rearward) and it does not 



1 Anson, page 2, left column, lines 68-72. 
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teach that the attachment will be deformable out of interference with the operation of the 
steering wheel as set forth in claim 14. 

Applicant has demonstrated that claim 14 is not anticipated (or rendered obvious) 
by Anson and requests that the anticipation rejection based on this patent be withdrawn. 

Claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 depend from claim 14. As such, each of these 
dependent claims includes all the features of claim 14. Therefore, claims 15-17, 19/17, 
24/14, and 27 are not anticipated by Anson for the same reasons that claim 14 is not 
anticipated by this patent. Applicant has traversed the Examiner's basis for rejecting 
claims 15-17, 19/17, 24/14, and 27 for anticipation and respectfully requests that this 
rejection be withdrawn. 

D. Laubach Does Not Anticipate Claims 14, 18, and 19/18 

The Examiner has rejected claims 14, 18, and 19/18 for anticipation based on 
Laubach. In formulating the rejection based on Laubach, the Examiner has not relied on 
any part of the disclosure in that patent but has annotated the drawings to allegedly show 
that Laubach teaches each and every feature of claim 14. The Examiner states that 
reference nos. 7 and 8 of the knob 2 equates to the first section and reference no. 10 
equates to the second section of claim 14. Applicant submits that the Examiner's reliance 
on Laubach is misplaced. 

Laubach states the following with regard to the knobs attached to the steering 
wheel (Page 1, line 43 -71): 

By particularly considering the Figures 2 and 3, it will be seen that 
the knobs 2 are secured to the rim of the wheel 1 by m eans of securing 
screws 4, these screws being threaded as indicated at 5 long itudinally 
through the knobs 2. and extending for quite a distan ce through the entire 
length of the knobs, thereby efficiently bracing the same . The inner ends 
of the knobs 2 are concave as indicated at 6, so as to conform to the 
contour of the outer periphery of the wheel 1 .... 

Each knob 2 is provided with a plurality of finger sockets 9 upon 
the upper face thereof, and an enlarged head portion 10 at th e outer end 
thereof, for the purpose of facilitating the grippi ng of the knob and 
preventing the actual slippage of the hand of the ope rator from the knob 2. 
[Emphasis added] 
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The Examiner has annotated the drawings to attempt to show that enlarged head 
10 is disposed outward at an angle from the plane across the face of the steering wheel. 
This is not supported. 

The hands of the driver are supported by gripping the knobs in the defined finger 
recesses shown in the drawings. The heads 10 are enlarged for this sole purpose of 
preventing the hands from slipping off of the knobs. The heads 10 clearly are not 
disposed at an angle outward of the plane across the face of the steering wheel but are 
placed at the end of the knobs solely to act as a stop. Further, the heads 10 are not 
deformable out of interference with the operation of the steering wheel as set forth in 
claim 14. They are fixed in place along with the rest of the knobs. 

The description of the knobs and a review of the Figures makes plain that the 
knobs are not deformable and they are not disposed at an angle with respect to the a plane 
across the face of the steering wheel. The knobs are rigidly connected to the steering 
wheel by screws 5. Any movement of them requires removing the screws, drilling the 
wheel at a new location, and reattaching the knobs at the new location. At this new 
location, the knobs will in a plane parallel to the plane across the face of the steering 
wheel. 

The knobs do not deform out of interference with the operation of the steering 
wheel as in the second section of claim 14. In fact, once the Laubach knobs are secured 
by screws 5 as shown and described, they are fixed and not movable during normal 
operations. If they are not unscrewed, the only movement would be to apply a destructive 
force to the knobs, thereby breaking them. 

Therefore, Laubach at least does not teach the features of the second section being 
disposed outward at an angle from the plane across the face of the steering wheel and the 
knobs of Laubach do not deform out of interference with the operation of the steering 
wheel as set forth in claim 14. 

Applicant has demonstrated that claim 14 is not anticipated (or rendered obvious) 
by Laubach and requests that the anticipation rejection based on this patent be withdrawn. 

Claims 18 and 19/18 depend from claim 14. As such, each of these dependent 
claims includes all the features of claim 14. Therefore, claims 18 and 19/18 are not 
anticipated by Laubach for the same reasons that claim 14 is not anticipated by this 
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patent. Therefore, Applicant has traversed the Examiner's bases for rejecting claims 18 
and 19/18 for anticipation and respectfully requests that this rejection be withdrawn. 



Please charge any fees which may be due, or credit any overpayments, to our 
Deposit Account No. 08-0219. 
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III. Conclusion 

In this Response, Applicant has traversed Examiner's (i) objection to the 

drawings, (ii) objection to the specification, (iii) and anticipation rejections under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) based on either Van Arsdel, U.S. Patent No. 2,118,540; Anson, U.S. Patent 
No. 2,134,020; and Laubach, U.S. Patent No. 1,575,848. As such, Applicant has placed 
the present application is in condition for allowance. 

The present invention is new, non-obvious and useful. Reconsideration and 
allowance of the claims are respectfully requested. 



Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP 
60 State Street 
Boston, MA 02109 
Tel: 617-526-6183 
Fax: 617-526-5000 

Attorney Docket Number: 1 14089. 121US1 





Wayne M. Kennard 
Attorneys for the Applicant 
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